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Serving those who serve...

Henry and the team, L’Eau Vive, France
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Editorial
If you didn’t know before, I am sure that you now know
what PPE stands for, Personal Protection Equipment.
I caused great hilarity recently at a board meeting when
in haste I had typed PPI on a health and safety document.
I suppose it depends on how you spell equipment, does
anybody else sometimes spell the word …. “Ikwipment”?
The cry has gone out from the frontline
staff in the NHS that the necessary PPE
equipment for their work was not enough
and, in some cases not specific to the
task. Up to that point I wondered whether
could they use some hard hats and steel
toe-capped boots? Only one careful owner.
At Brass Tacks we take the safety of our
volunteers very seriously, and to this end
we are in the process of finalising a
booklet which will be distributed to all
volunteers to inform or remind them of
best practice in order to ensure safety in
the field. PPE specific to the task in hand
is common sense for protection as well as
ensuring that it is used as part of our duty
of care.
This reminds us of the PPE provided by
Christ for His soldiers in Ephesians
6:10-20
It is task specific. We are not fighting
a foe which can be seen, our conflict is
with an unseen enemy, the enemy of
our souls. It is a spiritual battle which
therefore needs spiritual equipment.
Paul goes on to mention the seven kinds
of PPE, the belt of truth, breastplate of
righteousness, gospel shoes, the shield
of faith and the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit.

It must be worn in its entirety. Put on
the whole armour of God (6:13), we need
to be fully protected. PPE is no use if we
own it and don’t use it. A warehouse full
of masks and goggles is of no use unless
they are put into the hands of the end users.
The conflict is at close quarters. We
wrestle … against principalities and
powers. One writer pointed out that we
have a foe who never leaves us, never
gives quarter and will show no mercy. Like
those involved in the battle with Covid-19
the expression “Up close and personal”
would also apply to the conflict Paul is
talking about here.
It does us no harm to remind ourselves
that God has given us full PPE for the kind
of conflict in which we are involved.
Remember also the seventh in the list,
intercessory prayer (6:19) for those who
are on the front line. In Paul’s case he was
asking that he might be bold and preach
as he should. At this time when we are
confined in our movements we can
intercede before the throne of grace for
one another and especially for those in
the NHS who face great physical danger
as they engage with the unseen enemy
which they are fighting.
Alan Park, March 31st 2020
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Flushed with gratitude, L’eau Vive
(Southern France)
Amanda Burger

shower, washbasin and WC, another
shower and toilet, plus one stand- alone
washbasin and a separate WC.

It was a very confined
space for them to
work together and the
deadline was tight.

David Wood and the team

When I picked up David Wood, Paul
Trotman and Nathan Jones from
Marseilles airport on a mild January
evening, there was a real struggle to fit
them and their luggage into my car. They
had converged from Glasgow, Cardiff, and
Naples for three weeks of intense labour
focused on reconfiguring toilet and
washing facilities. Their bags were not
full of clothes and knick- knacks but
of course tools!
When I knew we were pausing the
calendar of l’Eau Vive Provence’s retreats
and seminars for two months in order to
extend and renovate our dining room I
realised it would be the ideal time to
programme some necessary work on the
upstairs of the main house. (At this stage
enforced closure for Coronavirus was an
unimagined scenario). Five double
bedrooms had access to only one WC and
two showers, so the plan was to convert
one large bathroom into one toilet with
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The biggest challenge was making the
design into reality – plumbing, ventilation,
electrics, plasterboard walls. It was a very
confined space for them to work together
and the deadline was tight. Our own l’Eau
Vive handyman Louis helped with the
Nathan fitting the insulation

Tiling in progress

plastering, and director Marc-André went
on almost daily outings to find the
necessary materials.

Washroom.

The results were miraculous, and our first
guests the following weekend were
thrilled to discover the new facilities.

The Brass Tacks team ended up prolonging
their stay by 72 hours and working three
consecutive 12- hour shifts to finish on
time. Even onsite cook Henri got stuck in!

Amanda Burger
Coordinator, L’Eau Vive

L’Eau Vive Provence was set up in 1971 by Briand and Hélène Tatford as a
Christian conference centre with a three-fold mission: hosting, listening and
training. For almost 50 years, the team there have welcomed various groups and
organised summer youth camps. It is a place of retreat and restoration for many,
and also a training centre where seminars and Bible teaching days are held.
See more at https://eauviveprovence.com
Brass Tacks has provided small teams over the past few years to give assistance
with on-going development and maintenance of the property.
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Roof for the Hebron School
boarders (India)
Paul Dodds

residential school
using the IGCSE/A
level teaching system.
It is a special place
for my family, as my
wife Angie and I worked
there for several
years and our three
children completed
most of their
education at Hebron,
so we have lots of
memories and still
many friends there.
Hebron School in Ootacamund, Tamil
Nadu, South India was founded in 1899
to serve the Christian worker community
of India and South-East Asia. Over one
hundred years later, it is still going strong
today with around 375 students from
over 20 nationalities and is a co-educational

Frame manufacture
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I was asked to help with the renovation
of one of the main building units there,
the task being to renew the roof. It was
a complicated design and due to its age
was failing, with water leaks during the
heavy rains. It housed three dormitories
of about 60 children plus 6 staff flats.
The project was planned to take place
during the Christmas holiday break, so
everyone had left when I arrived not long
after Christmas day.
A team of about 40 people from the
north of India had been hired by a
contractor and were on site sleeping in
the school hall at night. They had already
stripped off most of the old roof made of
tin with tiles on top by the time I arrived.
Lots of materials had to be shifted and
sold off to clear the site for the new
materials. Huge amounts of timber came
out such as all the beams, and the good
ones went straight to the workshop to
make new lots of window frames for the
new design.

The walls needed to go up between 1
and 2 meters to match up to the new roof
lines. All the electrics had to be removed
as much ran on the old roof beams, some
plumbing also needed changing so there
was lots of activity starting at 7am and
finishing most nights at 10pm, 7 days a
week - I certainly got my hours in on this
job! The new roof trusses were all made
on site from steel box section, 36 in total
all 17m long. After that all the purlins
went up and the new tin sheets went on.
Then we started again with steel battens
and tiles on top of the sheets as this
gives a double layer to help with heat,
rain, noise, and inside condensation.
Plastering continued each night inside
working under lights. New wiring was put
in with three new consumer units in all 3
phases. Blocks were sourced to build the

internal walls in the rooms as time was
short, and these are quicker to lay. We
were working to a deadline which was
the day all the boarders and staff
returned to start the new semester,
and all the painting had to be to be done
by then. There were times when I thought
we wouldn’t do it in time, but it was
finished the day before school started.
The only complaint was the wet paint
smell! The new build has given everyone
a lot more space with the higher roofs.
The school has many old buildings and
many need upgrading, this was certainly
a big one they can strike off their list.

There were times when
I thought we wouldn’t
do it in time, but it was
finished the day before
school started.

The finished job.

Page 7

Emmaus Bible Ministry Middle
East Building Project
George and Ros Khalil

Present Emmaus office

I, George, was born in Nazareth, Israel
and am an Israeli citizen but ethnically
Palestinian. My wife, Ros, is British and we
have been married and working together
with the Emmaus Bible Correspondence
Courses in Arabic for the past 40 years.
Over these years we have seen the work
grow from a few courses sent out to local
contacts made through outreach
campaigns in the 1970’s, expand to many
thousands of correspondence students
and two churches in the Galilee planted
in the 1980’s. The numbers of students
declined in the 90’s due to the political
situation and a general decline in reading
as the internet took over. In the early
2000’s we developed a website to enable
the courses to be studied online and then
the ministry was opened up to the entire
Arabic speaking world, which had always
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been in our vision to do. A new field with a
need for hard copies opened up in Jordan
and in recent years we now have centres
in Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, South Sudan and
North Africa. The courses are being
greatly used for evangelism and
discipleship of the many refugees in
Jordan and Lebanon. Our role in Nazareth
is now to translate, update, edit and
oversee the publication and distribution
of the 45 courses for these new fields.
We have long outgrown our small office
space and storage for courses and Bibles
and have been saving and looking for
a new property. In late 2017 we finally
purchased two floors of an empty
warehouse which needed complete
renovation to suit our needs. Our vision
for the upper floor is to have open-plan

The Emmaus team with George and Roz

offices for our staff (we are five at present),
a small meeting room for the Board etc.,
a central area for book display, an audio/
video room for making recordings of the
courses online, a larger meeting hall for
seminars and events, and a kitchen/
dining area for hospitality. In this way
we can expand the ministry to the local
Christians and the community in general.
On the lower floor we plan to have a
guest house to be able to accommodate
volunteers, outreach teams, and Christian
workers who need a place to stay.
We are still waiting for the final permit
to work on the parking and exterior of
the building but in the meantime, we
are working on the interior and have
completed the plastering, electrical wiring
and plumbing. We are so grateful to the
wonderful team from Brass Tacks, who
are laying the floor tiles for us. It is so
encouraging to have them and see the

building start to take shape. We work as
the Lord provides and our goal is to finish the
renovations by the end of 2020. However,
this might well be delayed by the situation
with the corona virus, which is affecting
every aspect of the work.Emmaus Bible
Ministry is a faith-based ministry and we
are registered with the Israeli government
as a non-profit organization.

Please pray for people to
turn to the Lord in this crisis
and for it to improve soon.
Also pray for the needed
finances to finish the building
and hopefully for another
Brass Tacks team to come
and help us when the crisis
is over.
George Khalil
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Tiling on “Holy ground”
(Nazareth)
David Wood

A commonly used phrase in Thailand
(where we worked before Brass Tacks)
is ‘same same but different’ and it could
possibly be applied to the various Brass
Tacks jobs. They are all undertaken with the
same purpose in mind - to provide practical
support to mission work - but involve
different people, skills, and locations.
Three carpenters going to Nazareth (not
three wise men) was an exciting prospect,
as this was the town where Joseph worked
as a carpenter and where Jesus was
brought up. The three “chippies” however
were not doing carpentry work but involved
in starting to lay 700 meters of floor tiles.
Also on the Nazareth team was Nathan
Jones, a mechanical engineer graduate,
who became an expert sponger or should I
say tile cleaner. Phil was a great stirrer
mixing the adhesive while Rob and I spent
most of our time on our knees. In case you
think we were the holy ones, it was not in

prayer but spreading adhesive and laying
tiles. Due to the need for a reinforced
concrete-walled blast- proof shelter still
to be built, we were only able to complete
75% of one floor and grouted as much
as we could until the grout ran out. The
country had shut down and the place
where more grout was available was no
longer open for business. We then moved
to starting the tiling on the next floor and
20% of that tiling was laid before we had to
evacuate a couple of days early due to the
CV outbreak and our flights being cancelled
(which thankfully were rebooked by our
trusty home office staff.)
My wife Maureen was with us and brought
a new meaning to her nickname from
Thailand, “Super Mo”. She was up before
us all every day preparing breakfast and
our packed lunch and while we were on site
she was shopping, cleaning and preparing
dinner for us. Lunch always consisted of

Wired and ready for the tiling
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some form of home- made soup hence the
slight change in the title to “Souper Mo”.
As a team we had a time of prayer each
morning and enjoyed grand crack as the
Irish member of the team would say. We
were staying in the Carpenter’s Inn air B&B
which belonged to George Khalil’s sister and
she does an amazing visitation work in the
hospitals and is a stalwart in the assembly.
On Sunday we had fellowship with the few
believers in the local assembly and on our
last Sunday I had the privilege of sharing
from God’s word at the second service.

On Sunday we had fellowship
with the few believers in the
local assembly...
On our free time at the weekends we had
the thrill of visiting many of the Biblical sites
close by and were reminded that although

Clean-up of tiles

some of the towns look completely
different from what they were 2000 years
ago, the general landscape is still very
similar to when our Lord lived and worked
in the area. We were able to have a quick
tour around the Sea of Galilee and visited
several locations mentioned in the Gospels.
We also explored around Jerusalem
including the Mount of Olives, Gethsemane,
Calvary, the garden tomb, and the temple
mount. We visited mounts Tabor and
Carmel, the Jezreel valley and on our final
trip to Caesarea we saw its old port, Roman
theatre, hippodrome, baths and aqueduct.
We are thankful to George and Ros for
taking us to these places and to Martyn
and his wife for lending us their people
carrier to accommodate us in one vehicle.
It was certainly a trip with a difference and
now as we read the Bible, we can visualize
the scenery where the action took place.

New building
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Moshi Christian Children’s
Centre (Tanzania)
Richard Moshi

It was not easy to finish all the work, but
the team manage to do all the main work
and the rest like painting, plastering and
fitting new doors was easily done by the
local people before Kindergarten started.
For the staff housing the team managed
to finish all the roofing despite of all the
challenges of sourcing materials, also the
brick laying and plastering work was all
done, and the door and window frames
have been fitted already. The house still
needs new ceiling, tiling, plumbing, wiring
and painting.

Richard Moshi

I (Richard Moshi) would personally like to
appreciate all the hard work and diligent
effort that both the Brass Tacks team
from UK and the local lads have put into
these projects of renovating the staff
housing and refurbishing the kindergarten
building here at Moshi Christian Children’s
Centre. It was their persistent hard work
that has given us a fruitful result eventually.
The Kindergarten building now looks
fantastic after all the efforts of transforming
the dorms into classes, the team managed
to make two big classes after knocking
down some walls and blocking some
doors, fitting the sink in one of the class
and installing electricity in all classes, all
this was possible within few days because
of the strong team work.
Page 12

It was not easy to finish
all the work, but the
team manage to do all
the main work
On behalf of all MCCC management and
Trustees I would like to say thank you for
everyone who was involved in making this
possible. We are grateful to have Brass
Tack as one of the groups which support
our centre.

Jonny Milne and team in demolition

Jonny waiting for his Hard hat

A special thank you meal in the hostel

The Kindergarten Project
(Tanzania)
Christine Reid

New student

In November 2019 we welcomed a visit
from the Brass Tacks team, (who amongst
many other tasks) were undertaking a
refurbishment project to create a
kindergarten here at M.C.C.C. Moshi
Shanty Town in Tanzania. The aim of the
kindergarten is to provide local children
from age three to six with preschool
education before starting mainstream
school. There was a building at the centre
allocated for the kindergarten and the
team had to undertake knocking down
walls, plumbing, brick laying, plastering
building , woodwork, painting , creating
new ceilings and endless little tasks.to
create a suitable learning environment
in under a fortnight! This was quite an
awesome task, made more difficult by
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and staff, a creative room, reading room
and a dining kitchen.
We give thanks to God that on Monday,
January 6th 2020, “Little Counters
Kindergarten” (Making Children Count
For Christ) began and we have five pupils
from the local village, four boys and one
girl. A local Christian Tanzanian nursery
teacher (Glory) is being trained to provide
the children with a wide, varied curriculum
incorporating using a Christian approach
to education. It is amazing to see how the
children are thriving and developing their
confidence, knowledge and understanding.

monsoon rains, lack of electricity and
challenges to find proper resources.
However, from early morning to early
evening they laboured on with the
assistance of the youth at the centre
and some local “fundies” (Tradesmen).
We were more than delighted with the
outcome after the fortnights visit.

Kindergarten begins from 7.30 am until
12.00 noon and we have an opportunity
each day to share the gospel of God’s
love for them, teach them stories from
the Bible, praise God in song and pray
with them. We plan to invite the parents
to visit on the last day of term and share
with them what and how their children
have been learning and enjoy some
snacks together.

The kindergarten now consists of a main
office, staff room, resources room,
Montessori classroom, toilets for children

We would value your continued prayers
for this work as we seek to serve the
Lord in this local community.

New pupils

Second classroom
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Office

Refurbished washroom

Update

Jonny and Lindsay McKinnon
from their practical advice as well as their
Godly example. Despite my frustration
at this abrupt end to my time with Brass
Tacks it is important to keep things in
perspective and we can already see God’s
hand working in our lives both through
and despite this difficult situation.

Josiah

Since my last update we have been
blessed by a new arrival to the family.
Josiah was born fit and healthy on the
23rd of December last year. Everyone has
adjusted well to life as a family of six and
Josiah’s siblings are thoroughly enjoying
their new brother. As I near the end of my
second year at Tilsley College we have
been hit by the global effects of covid-19.
This has had a massive impact on the
college and left students unable to
complete their current placements. For
myself this has meant I have had to cut
short my time with Brass Tacks and
cancel some greatly anticipated trips. I
have truly enjoyed my time with Alan and
Sheila in the office and have learned a lot

Although we were disappointed not to
travel to Tanzania last year we look back
with hindsight and see it was just not the
right time for us and given the current
situation, it has been a real blessing. We
are however still moving forward with our
plans to go to Tanzania toward the end of
this year and the paperwork for this is
very close to completion. Lynsey has had
to cancel a trip to Moshi planned for May
(due to Corona virus) in which she would
have been laying some foundational work
for the kindergarten, but we are both still
very keen and continue to seek God’s
guidance as we make plans to serve him.
Please pray for the current global
situation and that this existing travel ban
will not hinder the spread of the gospel.
For us as a family we would ask that you
pray for a smooth visa application process
and that we would be able to travel
toward the end of the year.

SAVE THE DATE!
Come and join us for an evening of fellowship
and thanksgiving for the work of Brass Tacks.
Hebron Evangelical Church.

13th November 2020, 7.30 pm

Egerton Grove, Liscard, Wallasey, Liscard CH45 4JL
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Tiling at New Emmaus Centre, Nazareth
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