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Editorial
One of the great privileges we have during our work is to see what God
is doing in other countries. We meet some people who have amazing
ministries. One such couple came to visit us when we were in Jordan for
a few days. They told us about the opportunities they have to witness to
refugees who have fled for safety to Amman. When they come to church,
they have many questions, and so evangelism takes the form of
answering their questions from the Word of God. Each Friday they have
three services which are all well attended, and as a result of this work a
new assembly has been started in Iraq by returning refugees who are
just a few in number but full of the joy of the Lord.
In this edition we are pleased to welcome a
number of people to our Brass Tacks team:
David and Maureen Wood bring a wealth
of experience in mission and in practical
ministry, and join Paul and Angie Dodds
and Phil and Jacky Kennedy as full-time
workers. We also begin a new chapter, with
two young people in different capacities.
Jonny McKinnon joins us as an intern on
placement from his second-year course at
Tilsley College in Motherwell. Jonny grew
up in Tanzania,and has already been on
a team on a project at Moshi Children’s
Centre (see Autumn 2017, pg. 5).
Many of you will have heard about
FirstServe, which is a gap-year programme
for 18-30 year-olds. ‘First Serve Practical’
has been available as an option for some
years, but this is the first candidate to take
up the challenge! Nathan Jones, having
graduated from university, decided to do
something practical for a few months on
the FirstServe programme; over the next
few months we have plenty of consecutive
projects, so he is doubly welcome. Please
pray for all team members, as we work
together to “serve those who serve”, and
especially for these two young men who
are seeking God’s will for their future.

One of our former trustees, Jim MacLellan
was called home in October 2019. Jim also
served as a trustee of Interlink for many
years and set up a Trust which blessed
many Christian workers and organisations.
With great vision, he built an office block
where several Christian charities (including
Brass Tacks) are based. During his
association with Brass Tacks, Jim travelled
across Europe and into Africa viewing and
assessing various projects. Always with a
lively sense of humour, on one of the social
media sites when filling in his personal
details, he put as his own company,
“Good”. That is an accurate description
to the many whose lives he touched.
In this issue we focus on three projects
which were done in central Africa over
recent months – being the dry season, this
is the best time to travel and work there.
The main article on Kavungu in Angola
highlights some of the responses of the
team who were totally immersed in the
local culture. Pray for God’s people in these
areas who face daily challenges in basic
living – we have such easy conditions in the
West; yet for them God’s presence and
enabling is a wonderful reality.
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Welcome to new team members
has been involved in teaching children
with special needs.
They have two “children”, Douglas who
now lives with his wife in Canada and
Yvonne who is based in Singapore with
her husband and two children.

We are delighted to welcome David and
Maureen Wood to the Brass Tacks team.
David and Maureen have a long involvement
in cross-cultural mission, serving at
Murree Christian school in Pakistan and
Grace International School in Thailand.

David and Maureen have a base in
Motherwell, and are commended by
the church in Roman Road, Motherwell.
Moving from one sphere of service to
another is always a big adjustment, but
joining Brass Tacks gives them a sense of
‘deja vue’ because they were part of the
ministry some years ago between their
time in Pakistan and Thailand.

David has years of experience in joinery
and is a qualified school teacher, in
technical and design studies. Maureen

As we go to press they are heading to
Moshi in Tanzania with a team of six, some
of whom you read about in the magazine.

Projects 2020

Here are a list of some of the projects and when we hope to be involved in them. Other
projects are also being considered. Check the website at www.brass-tacks.org.uk for
latest dates and full list.

MONTH

PROJECT

LOCATION

4th January

New roof on boys’ hostel

Hebron School, India

6th January

Toilets and showers
for conference centre

L’Eau Vive, Southern
France

January
(23rd onwards)

Relief project following
storm damage

Bahamas

15th February/March Tiling new offices
		

Emmaus headquarters,
Nazareth

April

Blantyre mission house

Malawi

To be confirmed

Chitokoloki conference
centre, 2nd visit.

Zambia

May to July sometime.

Kavungu mission house,
2nd visit

Angola
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Our Journey with God
Jonny McKinnon

with my family,
in the set-up of
a kindergarten
school in Moshi,
Tanzania.
I have discovered
over the last few
years that our
plans are not
always God’s
plans, no matter
how well
intentioned they
are and due to
factors outwith
our control we
were unable to
join the project in
Tanzania for the
time being.
It’s two years on from my last trip to
Tanzania with Brass Tacks and much has
changed in my life. When I last wrote,
I told of the impact my experience on
the team had on my understanding of
mission and I felt convicted to go to Bible
college for further training. Despite this
conviction, I was reluctant to face the
challenge God was presenting me with
and I left it as late as one week before the
start of term the following year to apply!
I gave up my job and signed up for the
one-year higher education course at
Tilsley College in Motherwell. This was
with the view to being involved, along

...I was reluctant to face
the challenge God was
presenting me...

So, what did God have planned for us?
Well, having postponed our Africa plans I
was left with the option to return to work
or continue in my biblical studies. I was
keen for my wife, Lynsey, to also complete
the course at Tilsley, however, as she is
expecting our fourth child in December,
she thought it would probably be too
much! My attendance for a second year
in study rested on Brass Tacks accepting
me for the placement part of the course.
Not only did they do this despite never
having taken a student before, but they
also expressed that it was an answer to
prayer. This was a real confirmation for us
as a family, that we were where God
wanted us to be. Please pray for us as I
spend time away helping on projects over
the coming months and as we continue
to seek God’s will for our lives.
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FirstServe practical
Nathan Jones

England for the last two years of my
schooling. Following that, I moved up
north to Aberdeen for five years where
I have recently finished my degree in
Mechanical Engineering.

This programme stood
out to me as it would
give me an opportunity to
serve in a practical way.

My name is Nathan Jones, I was born and
brought up in Naples, Italy. As you may
quickly guess, my parents are not Italian,
however they have been there for over
thirty years as missionaries. I schooled in
Italy for most of my life, until I moved to
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After this, I decided to take some time off
for some voluntary service before starting
work. I did not know what I was looking for
exactly until came across the programme
called First Serve Practical. This programme
stood out to me as it would give me an
opportunity to serve in a practical way.
After a month at Tilsley College, a month
on a church placement, there was also
time on an overseas placement with
Brass Tacks. Maybe because of my
engineering interests, I was really
interested in the possibility of serving in
this way. So now, nearing the end of my
church placement, I’m looking forward to
heading to Tanzania and seeing what the
Lord has in store.

Kavungu – immersion in local
community
Some diary notes from Angola – Paul Dodds

23 July
Our building project went well, the
foundations were partly done 3 years ago
and was just random stone which needed
levelling and squaring. The building is 17M
square We used 7000 blocks and 160 six
metre lengths of steel in the roof. In fact
we had the exact amount of materials
and used them all up.

All loaded up and ready to go in the Singletons’ Landrover

11 June
Arrived in Camandambala, the journey went
well. You are never sure if the internal flights
are operating to Surimo….We have been
getting materials and loading up the
vehicles for our long trip south, the Landrover
is just about ready. 4 of us have to squeeze
into it, we are taking two more vehicles
one has a broken spring so repairing it,
hence the delay.
Sorry for no communication on this project
over the past weeks as we had no way of
doing so…The town of Kavungo is remote.
the war has taken its toll and it has gone
back to basics. There are many Russian
military vehicles rotting away everywhere
and the children love climbing on them.
We also dug up lots of war ironmongery
in our building foundations. It was good to
see Irene in operation - living in Kavungu
and starting to understand the dynamics
of it was an eye opener for me with witch
doctors, witches and a Queen whom we met.

We struggled with lack of electricity for
power tools, mixers etc. but managed to
repair some old generators but they were
not too reliable. Irene had typhoid at one
point and we took her to Kazombo which
was the nearest place for medical
supplies; it is a 6 hour trip, but it was also
a chance to buy some vegetables and
bread. Water was a concern as the wells
had dried up and there was no nearby
river. We had a few other issues like ticks
but we survived. Ruth did so well trying to
feed us which was difficult. I am now
hooked on tinned sardines. Have a few
days now in Camundambala as have
some solar/wiring work then hopefully fly
on Friday if we get our passports back
with visa extensions in. Home Saturday
God willing and some recovery time.
Blessings, Paul

The house as we left it. All ready for the roofing sheets
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Recycling – bush style
Gordon Hanna

(From website at www.chitokoloki.com)
At Chitokoloki mission in NW Zambia, a
decision was made to convert a portion of
the existing leper colony area into a
conference centre which can be used for
camps, workshops, teaching sessions and
conferences. The original colony area was
built by Dr James Worsfold back in the
1950’s and it was at that time a very
important part of the mission work as it
accommodated the large number of
leprosy patients. Over the recent 20 years
or so, the number of leprosy patients has
dramatically decreased and the majority
of the 110 homes were not in use. While
there are still a few patients with leprosy
or TB, these only require about 25 homes.
The plan which developed is to build a
dining hall/ meeting room plus two
ablution and shower blocks and to
upgrade approximately 70 of the houses

with new doors, windows, floors, lights
and a general face-lift and to furnish
them so that accommodation can be
offered for sessions of various types.
Brass Tacks sent a team of three to
Chitokoloki for a month to begin work on
the three new buildings and start to
rehabilitate the houses – giving a
template for renovation of the other
small dwellings.
Phil Kennedy, Rob Woodhouse and James
Alexander worked very hard – with the
bonus of some evening leisure on the
Zambezi river, and good fellowship with
the mission community at Chit. By the
time they left (James Alexander having
extended his trip) the main buildings were
well up and 2 of the houses set aside for
the centre were fully renovated, ready
for painting.

House in leper colony before renovation
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As the foundations for the 3 buildings were
being poured and footings going in we
were joined by Rob Woodhouse who wasted
no time in getting the steel roof trusses
cut and welded together. Rob also made
a cast which we would use when pouring
the slab, this was very useful.

James Alexander, Philip Kennedy and Rob Woodhouse

Return to
Chitokoloki Mission
Hospital, Zambia
James Alexander
In September of this year I got the
opportunity to join a Brass Tacks team to
Chitokoloki mission station in Zambia. This
wasn’t my first visit to Chitokoloki, but it
was my first time working with Brass
Tacks! Phil Kennedy and I left on the 3rd
of September and after a few setbacks
such as a small detour through
Johannesburg we eventually arrived at
Chitokoloki. The plan for our trip was to
construct a conference centre within the
existing leper colony as well as two toilet
blocks, one male, one female.

As the weeks went on our time was
mostly spent pouring the slabs for the 3
buildings and helping with the brick work.
We then got windows and doors brought
down to the site and they were set in.
Our time at Chitokoloki went very fast, we
left the conference centre a couple of
courses shy of the ring beam, and toilet
blocks well on their way with the cubicles
being built. It was great to see all the
familiar faces at Chitokoloki and all the
work they do. Being part of a team with
Phil and Rob was good fun!

The first day on site consisted of Phil and
I marking out where the 3 buildings would
be built as well as marking out the
foundations. We were given 10 workers
to work alongside us, they got straight to
work digging out foundations, we got on
well with them and enjoyed having them
work with us.
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Rebuilding in rural Angola
Ruth Singleton

a visit to her home a few years ago with
Ruth Hadley we became aware of the
great needs of the area and felt we
should give practical support to our sister
Irene who is being mightily used of God.

Irene with her brother, Ricardo

Irene Cardoso is a faithful Angolan Christian
who was born in Kavungo in the province
of Alto Zambeze but went to Luanda with
her family during the civil war for security
reasons. For over 30 years Irene served
the Lord faithfully in the Sunday School
and Youth work in Luanda. During that
time, she became a good friend of
Margaret and Eric McCaughren and the
late Ruth Hadley.

For over 30 years Irene
served the Lord faithfully
in the Sunday School and
Youth work...
In 2002 Irene returned to Alto Zambeze to
work in a community development project
supported by the United Nations, Echoes
International and other agencies. Following
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Irene’s ministry in Kavungo and surrounding
areas has many aspects - mainly with
children, youth, and women. She lives out
the gospel among them, providing basic
needs like food, medicine and shelter.
She is involved in Bible teaching, camps
for children, youth & women, training of
Sunday School teachers, arranging
distribution of Bibles, hymnbooks and
Christian literature. To raise standards of
education, Irene supports the mission
primary school and helps local adolescents
to obtain paperwork needed to continue
education; others are financed to train as
nurses in Luena so that they can return to
Kavungo to provide local health care from
the mission. She is building a house for a
future nurse/medical worker whom she
prays God will bring. There is high
unemployment, so Irene promotes micro
businesses such as fish, bee keeping etc.
so that local believers can provide for their
families. In a remote area with no access
to cars, Irene purchases and stores bikes
and lends them out to local elders and
preachers to reach other villages.
Irene’s present home was built some
years ago out of mud brick and thatch
and is no longer watertight, and the walls
are unsafe due to subsidence. Her nephew
dug and laid foundations for a new house
for her 3 years ago. We discovered this in
January 2018 and Jonathan offered to
help build the house from concrete blocks –

a considerable task. So, we were grateful
and encouraged by the willing and skilled
help of Phil Kennedy and Paul Dodds,
whom Brass Tacks provided during the
dry season this year.
Blocks, cement and steel were sourced
and transported by Irene with her brother
Ricardo (who had also come from Luanda
to live with and help her). We thanked God
for these building supplies being on site
as this is such a very remote area. The
team of three worked with a dozen or
more local men whom Irene employed to
assist in building. First the block walls
went up, then a ring beam as part of the
door and window lintels. Roofing trusses
and purlins were welded and put into

position - alongside mending generators,
bikes, and damaged vehicles!
God willing, we plan to return for the dry
season in 2020 with Brass Tacks workers
once again joining us to move the project
forward to completion for our dear sister.
We give God thanks for the safety and
strength given to us all and very much
enjoyed the fellowship in the work of Phil
and Paul.
See also Echoes International, December 2018.

We thanked God for these
building supplies being
on site ...

The Kavungo work team
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Interview with Philip Kennedy
Sheila interviewed Philip at the recent
Brass Tacks Fellowship weekend at
Ardmore Gospel Hall.
You have done several trips now on
projects in Angola – tell us about
this project in Kavungu.
This was my sixth visit to Angola, and it
was different from the others.
What made it so different?
It was very basic accommodation, no
running water or electricity; we took solar
panels which broke after one hour, and
we were unable to repair them. We had a
small portable generator to charge drills etc..
So where is this place?
Well, I took a flight from Dublin to
Amsterdam, to Addis Ababa, then to
Luanda; an internal flight in Angola to
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Saurimo. Then about 14 hours’ drive to
Kavungu. I was away from home for 7 weeks,
about 5 at the destination, Kavungu.
Where was the nearest ‘civilisation’?
Kazombo (where Emily & Eva Rowntree
were based years ago) is about 60 km,
3 hours’ drive away.
And what facilities were at Kazombo?
There was a village market, where they
sold vegetables and dried fish, and bread.
Ruth would drive there to buy supplies –
we would write emails on our phones and
she would take the phones with her.
There is a telephone mast at Kazombo, so
the emails would ping off home – the only
contact with the outside world.

So, what was the diet like?

What was your impression of Irene?

We ate a lot of curried beans and sardines
– took our own peri-peri sauce!

She is a special woman; I think maybe
their family was in business in the city and
quite wealthy. To leave all that to live in
her home village in such an area…… It’s
good to be able to help someone like
that, who has no help.

What did you find when you
arrived on site?
The foundations were broken down and
not square, the footings were not
complete. So we had to start with that.
How did you get on with the work?
We had about 8 local helpers; they spoke
Chokwe or Portuguese, no English, so we
used sign language. We got much further
than expected – walls up, trusses in place.
We could not do the roof as they need to
source good quality roofing sheets from
Luanda – Irene’s brother will get these.

Do you have a special memory of
this project?
Irene heard that the Chinese were moving
out and there was steel available for sale,
second hand. She immediately went and
bought it all – we were wondering if there
would be enough for all the trusses. But
when we finished welding, there was a
few small scraps just left over.
Would you consider going back
again to help complete the building?
I would go in a moment!

Irene’s present house, shored up

Checking out the second hand steel
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Katoka mission house project
Alan Park

Josh and Keri Kaye reported in the spring
edition of the magazine that they were
building a new house at Katoka mission in
DR Congo. During the months of September
and October we made a second visit to fit
ceiling frames, doors and electrics as well
as plumbing.
The new solar system fitted by Paul
Dodds allows for operation either by
generator or solar power. He then went
on to do one of his favourite jobs working with concrete - and made bases
for the kitchen and laundry room units
which would be a challenge for the
termites to destroy. These will be tiled to
give a more hygienic surface, and wooden
shelves will be fitted underneath.
David Wood had his work cut out to make
ceiling subframes which were straight
and flat so that the ceiling boards could
be screwed to them. This was no mean
feat as the wood was wet and so warping
as the wood dried out was a continual
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problem. The ceiling was set with
coverstrips which added a nice detail.
Beautiful hardwood doors were made by
the local carpenters and these gave a
great finish to the internals. The upstairs
room proved to be a challenge due to the
large span which had to be bridged.
Fortunately, there was sufficient angle
iron to make two ladder beams which
would support the floor structure.
One of the highlights for David was sitting
down with the workers at the start of
each day and doing morning devotions
together. Nothing beats a good African
fire smouldering away in a grass chota
(shelter) while singing and reading the Word
of God together with the local workforce.
The rains started early this year and so David
and Paul left just in time before the roads
became even more of a problem to navigate.
Our thanks to Josh and Kerry, Sandy
Meikle (NZ) and Mary Ratter for their very
kind hospitality during our visit.

Receipts
Brass Tacks

For 6 months period to 30th September 2019
Received for the Lord’s work
Income for 6 month period

2019

2018

Gifts from churches and individuals

£40,134

£34,352

Exceptional gifts, legacies, gift aid etc.

£20,813

£24,351

Total

£60,947

£58,703

Travelling and accommodation

£20,035

£9,544

Tools

£3,533

£1,215

Insurances

£1,794

£1,674

Others

£33,272

£30,371

Total

£58,634

£42,804

Expenditure

Could you be our
new Accountant?
We are seeking to appoint an Accountant to replace
Roger Sheldon who is due to retire. The work is part
time and is likely to occupy 4 hours per week. The
tasks would involve maintaining the accounting
records, attending to the approval of payments,
reconciliation of bank accounts, preparation of
payroll and Gift Aid schedules, preparation of interim
accounts for trustees meetings (two per year),
preparation of the end of year accounts for the
auditors as well as Company secretarial duties.
If you are interested to find out more, please
contact the office at brasstacksuk@gmail.com,
or cell number 075275 85841.
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Building the dining hall
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