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Tea break at Douai

Serving those who serve...

Paul filling on upper level., Douai, France

Contents
Appreciation for Denis Cooper former chairman of Brass Tacks
Alan Park.................................................................................................................. Page 4
While you’re here, Colin Breeze visit to Zambia Colin Breeze............. Page 5
Nyangombe Training Centre, Zambia. First Impressions
Robert McGillvary................................................................................................... Page 6
A visit to Montauban Guest House, India Paul Dodds............................. Page 7
Cootehill postal Bible School building, Rep. Ireland
Gareth McMeekin................................................................................................... Page 8
Douai, France. A small church with a BIG vision Alan Park................Page 10
Update: Go! Youth Trust Update Dave Bremner......................................Page 12
Update: Le feu, Aix-en-Provence, France Brad Dickson......................Page 13
Update: Jordan camp season Isaam Ghattas............................................Page 14
Page 2

Editorial

Camp gathering , Jordon

The desire of the apostle Paul was for fruitful service, “Yet if I live,
that means fruitful service for Christ”, Php 1:22. His commitment
to the spread of the Gospel as a trust committed to him is
inspirational for us all, and we should all be aiming to do the same.
Sometimes we have doors opened to us for personal witness, but
there are many areas where the Word is spread through working
together as part of a team. Joyful service as we work in harmony
is a great witness in itself. Working in various parts of the world,
we are conscious that we are in the public eye and what we do
and how we work is all part of our testimony for the the Lord.
A team of four have just returned from a
very fulfilling two weeks spent at Douai,
and met some similarly inspiring people
and in the magazine we want to share
their story and that of others who have
been blessed in their ministry by the
volunteers and full-time workers who
have helped over the course of the year.
Sheila and I count it a great privilege to
be in touch with so many of the Lord’s
servants and to be able to work through
the various logistics so that the right
people are placed in the right project with

all the materials and tools which are
needed. As ever we are grateful for the
team and their families who are left at
home while those on the sharp end have
all the “fun”.
Please come and join us for the Fellowship
evening planned for Linwood near
Glasgow on Friday 30th November 2018.
We have a particular focus on India and
Zambia as well as some reports from the
projects. This will be a great evening of
fellowship and thanksgiving.
Alan Park
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Denis Cooper
by Alan Park

Appreciation for Denis Cooper
former chairman of Brass Tacks

Carpentry workshop at Nyangombe

Denis

Visit to NW Zambia with Steve and Colin plus local man

At Life Words office with Kelvin and Colin

In June of this year, we were all saddened
to hear of the home-call of our Chairman
and beloved fellow servant, Denis Cooper.
Denis was in his own words, “A man of
many parts”. His enthusiasm for the camp
work carried out in north Wales as well as
his work with the local church at Warrington,
his service on the Laing Trust and his
hands-on work with Brass Tacks as well
as being the chairman are only some of
the many ministries in which he was involved.
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Denis worked on his first project in 2000
at Nogent-Sur-Marne in France, and later
joined the trust as a board member in
2002. He served as chairman of Brass
Tacks since 2007. Even in his illness Denis
maintained an active interest and was
willing to share some good counsel in
various matters which were current, and
this was much appreciated.
The large number of people who attended
the Thanksgiving service at Warrington,
from all walks of life gave clear testimony
to a man who was greatly appreciated
and will be greatly missed. Please continue
to remember his wife Joan and the rest of
the family as they continue in their grief.

While you’re here!!
by Colin Breeze

Brickies in classroom

The saying “while you’re here could you
just!” has been a joke amongst volunteers
since the early days of Brass Tacks. With
the flexibility and ingenuity of the volunteers
we always seem to manage to do them
before coming home.
My visit to Zambia in June this year was
first to Mission Support, with Steve and
Muriel Studd to undertake some
maintenance work. Then I travelled up
country to Nyangombe Christian Training
Centre, it’s great to be part of the team
there. Brass Tacks first helped Barry Haigh
in 1989. Since then many volunteers have
worked at the Centre.
It had been planned for me to install the
plumbing and tile a shower project.
Unfortunately, the materials were delayed
en-route, so we could only undertake the
builder’s work part of the project.
However, while I was there requests came
for the construction of two Guest Houses
to be started. The Lord had provided the
finance for the foundation work up to the
floor slab level. I was able to get the work
underway and on leaving both the houses
were progressing well.
The Trainees at the centre are there to be
given training in various building skills. This
year the desire was to try and upgrade
the bricklayers, so the new project fitted

“Masters” piece

On site training

in great. The Trainees when they finish at
Nyangombe are able to take the National
Trades Qualification. All the trainees in the
past have done well and come top at the
Local Government Trades Centre. The
training is near to what we would expect
in the second year of a NVQ back home.
It’s great to see the difference in these
guys after a year. Recently one employer
said he liked NCTC trainees because their
work ethic was better that others and
their morals were higher than others. It’s
great also to see how the ‘Love of Christ’
changes lives, it’s a testimony to the
whole team working there. We were able
to meet 4 past trainees who have set
themselves up as a little company making
furniture, which is so good to see. In the
villages where they work churches have
been planted and are growing.
Just as we were winding down to come
home some of the plumbing fittings came
for the original project. Well! We decided
to try and with a big push we were almost
there with just one fitting short! What
could we do? It was down to rooting in the
bucket marked “old plumbing fitting” and
there it was, just the one we wanted! It was
like ‘manna from heaven’ We just managed
to finish the job, pack my bags and be on
the way back home the next morning.
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Nyangombe, first impressions
By Robert McGillvary

Zambia

Zambia

In August a team of nine from two churches
in Motherwell made a first time visit to
Nyangombe. We thought that it might be
worthwhile to hear the impressions from
people who have never visited.
Robert McGillvary writes:
Ebenezer has supported the work of
Gordon and Sybil McKillop for some time
so we did have more than just an idea of
the operation. But nothing could really
prepare us for the sheer size of the work
both in terms of the wide spectrum of the
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work itself and the physical size of the site.
It was more of a self contained village!
Everything is there from vehicle and
mechanical workshops to poultry and
cattle farming to medical facilities and
sewing workshops and much more in
between. Not only that but the love and
respect for Gordon and Sybil by the local
people was very obvious. During our brief
stay there was a mini Bible Teaching
Conference at which we were asked to
participate. With three days of daily
sessions from 9.30am to the evening plus
prayer at 7am the hunger for the Word of
God was thought provoking! We in the
west could learn much from the example!
It was an awe inspiring visit to a place and
work that glorifies our God.
Visit Nyangombe Christian Training Centre
on Facebook.

Montauban Guest House,
Ooty, India
By Paul Dodds

Montauban Guset House

Roof repairs needed

September saw me back in the mountains
of South India in Ooty, this time in full
monsoon season, one of the wettest on
record. After an adventurous but very
familiar climb up to 7,500 ft I arrived in
one of my former haunts. The task was
to look at improvements to an old guest
house called Mountauban which is used
by many missionaries as they visit their
children in the nearby Hebron School. It

Massive rainfall

also has great potential to be used as a
retreat/conference centre.
Mountauban is over a 100 years old and
has that old charm, however it requires a
lot of maintenance and updating. Plans,
costings and drawings were done and
advice given. The ongoing plan is to
improve their water storage and improve
a block of 5 rooms with new bathrooms
and hot showers.
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Postal Bible School building,
Cootehill, Rep Ireland

Tea break at Drum

Gareth and Margaret McMeekin serve the
Lord with the Postal Bible School ministry
based in Cootehill, Ireland. Earlier this year
they obtained a property which needed a
lot of work in order to make it fit for
purpose and many volunteers have joined
in to help in the refurbishment work.
Gary Maxwell, one of the volunteers writes:
Things there have been progressing well
and it is Gareth’s expectation to have the
building “operational” and also largely
complete before the end of the year
when the busy season starts with
prize-givings. Since the work has been
from the top floor downwards, perhaps
the only outstanding work will be the 2
rooms on the ground floor which will not
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impact on the day to day operations of
Postal Bible School and could therefore
be completed in slower time.
It has been a joy for me to work with the
McMeekins on this project and see it
developed from a shell to what it is today.

Preparations for building

They have been more than hospitable
and working there has fostered a good
friendship with them. I look forward to
going back to see it all in operation.
Gareth’s comments on the job:
Setting out on this project it was a great
encouragement to have Brass Tacks
support from the beginning. Like all these
things it took time to get going but when
it did the progress has been due to a
whole array of locals, visitors, volunteers
and contractors. After a slow start, it has
been with the Lord’s help that we have
seen progress in some aspect nearly
every week since camp in the summer.
The way in which volunteers have
stepped forward at the right time has
been an encouragement to us. In
particular the timing of Phil Kennedy’s
offers of help have made a difference in
keeping the project moving when my own
time has been scarce.

Although there has never been an official
Brass Tacks team in place they have none
the less come from their various homes
far and near with cars and vans packed
full of tools intent on getting the job done.
So many have come that its hard to count
exactly who the “Brass Tacks” volunteers
are but when we work together we are
not belonging to “Paul” or “Apollos” but to
Christ. It has been a pleasure to work
together as brothers (as well as one sister
who was fairly handy with a slab knife and
a screw gun). We are grateful for the help
of all our companions, but even more for
the ways that our interactions and their
timings in particular point us to the fact
that He is in control.

Volunteers at work

We are grateful for the help of all our
companions, but even more for the ways that
our interactions and their timings in particular
point us to the fact that He is in control.

Gary Maxwell and
Nathan Surrell
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Douai, France.

A small church with a BIG vision

Phil inspecting the purlins

Paul Trotman champion grinder

The new building will now become the
location for the coffee bar and church
meetings, and it has generated quite a lot
of interest from the people who were
passing by and saw the work going on.

Ciril filling round the windows

We were contacted by Sam and Mary Bouix,
commended missionaries from Kirkliston
near Edinburgh, with a seemingly
enormous challenge. The church in Douai
have purchased a listed building in the
very centre of the city and they intend to
make it the base for outreach work.
Sam and Mary with the rest of the team
have run an outreach cafe ministry for
some years in a side street of this
beautiful old town. During that time many
teams of young people have visited and
helped in the work, and the ministry has
become well known, with even the Mayor
expressing appreciation for the enterprise
which adds something to the community.
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The task was to replace 68 windows to
help improve heat loss and noise insulation.
The windows were obtained at a bargain
price because of the relationship which
one of the brothers from the French team
had with the supplier. The French team
were called “55 Plus”, and it was a joy to
work alongside them, although I think
they did have difficulty with our sense of
humour, and not just because of
language differences.
The mess and noise of cutting out the old
window frames was something which will
long be remembered. I am sure that the
neighbours were also glad when the noise
ceased. Because Douai was extensively
bombed during the war, very heavy
duty window frames had been fitted
throughout, even in the toilet, to ensure
maximum strength and possibly
resistance to glass being blown out. The
photograph attached shows a crosssection through the frames which were
built to last! Removing these was a very

Sam’s gantry built for the heavy weights

messy and noisy task and Paul Trotman
would testify to that. Sometimes we
could barely see the wall for dust as we
got the big grinders into business.
The task of removing the 68 old frames and
fitting the new ones was completed on
schedule, with enough time left for Paul
Dodds and Phil Kennedy to do some initial
work on the purlins in preparation for fitting
Velux type windows in the attic space.
We enjoyed the fellowship together, the
great cooking provided by Mary, Michelle
and the ladies from the church and
Ann-Sophie who came 6 hours by car to
help out. The last night was pizza night
with Sam and his pizza oven working
overtime. We even learned a new French
word, bobo, which means a little wound
which was greatly helped by one of young
Jamie’s special sticking plasters. Mine had
a racing car on it for a speedy recovery.
His big sister Esther, despite being
frequently asked, was most insistent that
Paul Trotman could NOT come with her to
school, even if he promised to behave!
A big thanks to Sam and Mary and the
other members of the church for their
generous hospitality and co-operation as
we worked together and for giving us all

Cross section of window frame

such a quality experience. Pray for the
church in Douai as they continue with
their renovations and maintain a very
visible presence in the town.
Visit the website at www.missionfpc.fr

Douai church premises
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Update: Go! Youth-Trust
By David and Cheryl Bremner

Entrance

Brass Tacks helped in the early stages of
ths project in Falkirk, Central Scotland,
and it is very encouraging to see the way
that the work has progressed since then.
David writes:
The building was officially opened in March
2018 by Lord Lieutenant Alan Simpson and
we held an open evening for the public later
on in the week with over 80 people attending.
Since then the building has been well utilised
by the Trust and other groups. A Sunday
school class meet every Sunday lunchtime
and 40 young people meet for a joint
youth fellowship every Sunday evening.

Throughout the week we are now running
the Prince’s Trust Team programme in
partnership with the local council. This
involves a dozen young people coming
into the centre every day for 12 weeks
and taking part in a personal development
and employability programme which will
help move them towards employment.
We also run a weekly girls drop in and a
junior and senior youth drop in.
We are able to use the centre regularly for
training new volunteers and supporting
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Open morning

existing ones. This means that the centre
is very rarely empty and is being well utilised.
Please continue to pray for us as we are
privileged to welcome so many young
people into the centre and not only share
the gospel with them “but our lives as well”.
Website at https://goyouthtrust.org.uk

Main Hall Before

Session Room After

Update: Le Feu,
Aix-en-Provence, France
By Brad and Catherine Dickson
Brass Tacks made two visits to this property
and helped to convert it from a restaurant
into a purpose built centre for the church
with great facilities including a washroom
and toilets. The church then added a very
modern kitchen and laid a beautiful floor.
Brad writes:
In May 2017, the Lord provided funds to
buy a hall for the work in the FEU (outreach
to students), and He also provided a
building 200 metres from the university
campus. When renovation work finished,
Le Feu opened to students in September
2017. We focus on discipling French
students, who are already Christians, and
on outreach to foreign students. Five
Chinese students have been converted
and baptised, and many others evangelised.
Our official inauguration of the building
was on Saturday 13 September; a good
crowd showed up and we are so thankful
for the building, which is being used more
and more. Also this September, we have
started opening Le Feu Monday-Friday
from 11.00-15.00 as a coffee shop
especially for students, and customers

Church meal

are starting to come. Please pray that this
will be used to reach many more students.
The building was at first also used by the
young church, but in April 2018 we had to
find another place for the church to meet:
numbers have increased, with currently
30-40 in fellowship. Many who have joined
us were already Christians, arriving in Aix
for work. Our desire is to reach out to
more people - there is great need in our
town of 140,000.
Editors note: Its a nice problem to have when
the church building is too small.

Cutting the ribbon
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Jordan Camp season
Isaam Ghattas

Camp gathering

Over the previous 12 months Brass Tacks
has made two visits to the campsite in
Jordan. The first one was to install a
drainage ditch and the second was to
renovate the kitchens. We are always
interested to see how the work we do
helps those who benefit from the projects.

discussions focussed on “The voice of
reason” with discussions centring around
the existence of God and apologetics.
Other sessions dealt with the importance
of developing healthy relationships
between males and females.

Isam Ghattas of Manara ministries gave
an interesting and encouraging report
following the summer camp season.
Here are some excerpts from the
Manara newsletter.
“Each year five separate camps are held
for young people of different age groups
with the programme being adapted to
suit the needs of each group. The older
ones learned about God’s unconditional
love how that was expressed at the cross
and how that affects our lives today. The
younger campers learned about Paul’s
journeys and how God was with him
through it all. This year the optional
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A day out for the campers

Many campers decided to become
followers of Jesus as a result of what
they heard at Gilead Camp and some
have started attending youth meetings
in churches. The camp also has a great
effect on the leaders, many of whom
were at one time campers themselves.
This year for the first time ever, we
hosted a group of 80 Christian Iraqi young
people who were refugees. There were
fun games and spiritual time for the kids
and songs and stories. Food was prepared
for the children and transportation
provided to and from the campsite. After
the camp a follow-up plan was prepared
to keep in touch with the children and to
build friendships with them.”
The camps aim to provide a safe and
comfortable environment for all who
attend. Feeling secure is very important in

New kitchen in operation

order to be able to ask the hard questions
and share difficult experiences that
otherwise would not be shared.
Campers each go home with a Bible and the
younger ones with a book of Bible stories.”
There is a very good Youtube video at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZiyiyw7Zqc

You are invited

To a Fellowship evening
with Brass Tacks
Hosted at Linwood Gospel Hall,
32 Bridge St, Linwood, Paisley PA3 3DR.
Time 7.30-9pm
Guest speaker: Mr Mervyn Wishart, Newcastle, Co.Down.
Including reports from:
• Katoka Mission, D.R.Congo,
• Zengamina Hydro scheme, Zambia.
• Douai renovation project, France
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A master craftsman at work
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