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Editorial
We have been greatly encouraged by the response
and words of encouragement from our readers
following the previous celebratory edition marking
30 years of Brass Tacks projects. We know that not
everybody is interested in the technical detail of
what we do, but you all need to be kept updated as
to who are helping and the impact of the work on
those who are blessed with the help given.
In this edition we will begin a review of
some of the projects which have been
done previously and how this has helped.
Our grateful thanks go to those who have
been able to send us an update; other
updates will be printed in future editions.
A few weeks ago we said a sad farewell to
Paul and Angela Hannay who have served
for many years with Brass Tacks, both
before and after their time in Africa. Their
farewell letter is included at the end of

the magazine. However we also are
delighted to welcome Philip and Jackie
Kennedy to the team, who have been
commended to the work of the Lord from
Woodford assembly in N. Ireland. The
arrival of the Kennedys at the time when
the Hannays were retiring is clearly seen
by us as the Lord’s leading and provision
for the future of the ministry of Brass Tacks.
Please continue to remember this
ministry in your prayers.
Editor, Sheila Park

Diary notes for prayer
• Commendation service for Philip and Jacky Kennedy, 29th May 2017,
8 pm. Woodford Hall, Ardmore, BT60 1JD.
• Teams involved in programmes detailed overleaf and their families
who remain behind.
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Programme for next few months

NW Renewal project

July 2017

North West Renewal, England

Widespread termite damage

June 2017 project

Moshi Christian Children’s
Centre, Tanzania

The centre sits at the foot of Mount
Kilimanjaro and has been a refuge and
resource for disadvantaged children for
many years. Allan and Jacqui McKinnon
left Tanzania in 2009 but have maintained
an active interest in the work there
through the UK based Charity MCCC.
At present there are 34 children and
young people resident at the centre and
7 of these are about to leave to seek
employment following completion of
their education. In addition, there are
about 8-10 who are cared for within the
community locally. Each year a team of
young people from UK run summer
camps under the auspices of GLO
Summer teams.
The facilities have deteriorated over the
years and there is urgent need for repairs
to washing facilities, roof structure and
the children’s play field. We plan to send
a team out in June for most of the month,
and if you are available for some or all of
this with the necessary skills, please let
us know as soon as possible.
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New premises have been obtained which
Wesley Downs and the team hope to use
as a base for their ministry. Help will be
needed with skills in plumbing, electrical,
plastering and joinery to make the
building fit for purpose as a skills training
centre and charity shop.

September 2017 project

Kamundambala School,
Saurimo, Angola

This old and very active mission school is
going to be demolished and re-built to
face the growing need for quality education
now that there is stability within the
country. The missionaries Ruth Hadley,
Brain and Debbie Howden and Jonathan
and Ruth Singleton are keen to see this
project progress from September 2017
with a view to completion by January
2018. Should you be interested and
available for any part of this time please
feel free to apply.

Welcome Aboard!
Philip and Jacky Kennedy

God works in the most amazing ways,
and although we know He is sovereign,
we are often surprised by how He directs
and brings things together. For some
time now, the trustees have been praying
for a new full-time worker, particularly
someone with building experience.
Meanwhile, God was speaking to a couple
known to us – in fact, they have been
involved in mission trips to Africa as a
family over many years!
Meet the Kennedy family: Philip, Jacky,
Samuel (17) and Rachel (13). Phil and
Jacky were married in December 1993
and although originally from Bangor, they
are now living in Markethill, Co. Armagh,
where they are active members of the
Woodford assembly.
Philip has worked most of his life in
construction, and has experience in many
different areas. Jacky helped in the
construction business and now works part
time in a local business. Owing to family

connections with
missionaries in
Zambia, they have
made several trips
there and made
lots of friends.
The whole family
first went out
together to Sakeji
School 2010 when
Philip worked on
the new dining hall
and Jacky was
there to cook for
the team. More
recently, Phil has
worked on two projects in Angola, and
been back in Zambia. In case you think
we only choose the warm places, Philip
worked on an outdoors project at Castledaly
Manor, Athlone, in a cold snowy February!
Please pray for the whole family, as they
take this step of faith, which will involve
Philip being away from home for up to 6
months in a year, depending on where
projects are located. It is not easy to be
separated, and to miss milestones along
life’s way, as well as the everyday interaction
at home. Samuel is at Southern Regional
College studying for AS levels. Rachel is in
year 9 at Markethill High School.
The verse which confirmed to Philip his
calling to full time work with Brass Tacks
is found in 1 Chronicles 28:20: “Be strong
and of good courage, and do it: fear not,
nor be dismayed: for the LORD GOD, even
my God, will be with thee, He will not fail
thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast
finished all the work for the service of the
house of the Lord.”
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Recent projects
L’eau Vive, Marseille
Conference centre

Set up by Briand and Hélèn Tatford, the
conference centre at L’eau Vive hosts
seminars and retreats for groups of up to
50 people. This area in Provence, S France
is remarkable for its distinctive architectural
style, in part due to the design of the clay
roofing tiles.
Recent rules for access for wheelchair
users meant that the facilities needed to
be improved to bring the central courtyard
up to the level of the surrounding building.
It was a great help to find that Marc- André
and Tim had already been wheelbarrowing
the base layer onto the area and we were
then able to set the slabs with the correct
slope to shed water into the drains.
Henri, the chef kept us supplied with
miraculous food from the kitchens, and
some afternoons it was a struggle to not
to take a siesta after lunch.

When the work was almost complete
on the last day, the heavens opened and
a good deluge of rain helped us to check
that there were no areas of pooling in
the courtyard.
Our grateful thanks to Amanda Burger and
the team for their very kind hospitality and
good fellowship during our stay at L’eau Vive.

Aix-en-Provence, Marseille
- A new church planting
initiative

Henri the chef

Henri, the chef kept us
supplied with miraculous
food from the kitchens...
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Brad and Catherine Dixon together with
Philippe and Marie-Christine Perilliat are
spearheading a new church plant at Aix.
Both couples have moved into the area
in the last two years and already more
Christian couples have joined them. A
property has been purchased in the town
not far from the University and there are
always students coming and going. Brad
and Philippe plan to use the new premises
as an initial base for the church and also

Wash rooms
Brad and Philippe

to develop a student ministry using the
property in its ideal location.
An apartment and a former restaurant
were knocked into one larger space by
enthusiastic church members, however
it then became apparent that the floor
levels and ceiling levels were different.
This is where we arrived and made a plan
of work flow.
A new layer of floor tiles over the lowest
part, and then two stages of floor levelling
compound gave us a nice smooth floor.
There were many helpers when it came
time to put up the ceiling boards with
extra sound deadening properties.

A central space in the
layout will be used for a
washroom and extra toilet.
who had been invited for the special
service. Some good conversations were
had and hopefully will be used by God to
speak to those who are not yet trusting
the Lord.
Our grateful thanks to the church in Aix
for opening their homes to us and sharing
in some delicious meals together.

A central space in the layout will be used
for a washroom and extra toilet. This
enabled us to use existing waste pipes.
It was a real privilege to be invited to the
special service at the home of Jean-Marc
on Palm Sunday. A lamb was roasted in a
wooden fire over a period of 6 hours and
was consumed by the 50 or so guests

Outreach service
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Kollegal school, India

May we introduce Andrew Hutton from
Kilnside, Paisley who recently went on his
first Brass Tacks missions project with a
team from Renfrewshire headed by Paul
Dodds from Cardiff.

Newbie in India - Andrew Hutton
As a ‘newbie’ in India I didn’t quite know
what to expect: I had heard bits and pieces
about the country but had never experienced
the culture or people for myself. Going to
Kollegal Girls Home as a young apprentice
joiner to help work for Brass Tacks was an
unforgettable experience. Not only was I
able to visit an incredible country with such
vibrant colours and amazing people but I
could serve God whilst doing it. While I was
in India I met a variety of different people,
all very kind, and hospitable, however it
was the kids in the home who really made
an impact on me. When I went in January,
there were 37 girls in the home. These
girls were so pleasant, joyful and full of
fun. There was never a dull moment with
them. After work and they had finished
school we would have the opportunity to
play some games with the kids and get to
know them a little bit better. All the girls
were always so happy, especially when it
came to their time of worship on a
Sunday evening when they would have a
time of singing and playing some musical
instruments. The joy on their faces said it
all. I’m not sure how many of these kids
are saved, but it would be great if we
could pray for the salvation of those who

are not saved, and pray for the preservation
of those who are.
I also met some of the dorm leaders over
there and Francis and Shanta who take
such a great interest in the kids. Francis
and Shanta also made a big impact on me
as I noticed their joy and faithfulness in
serving the Lord, taking care of business
and the kids. Not only were they a great
help to us in making sure we had supplies
for building and cups of chai for our tea
break but the kids really loved them, and
Francis was more than able to take
Sunday school with the kids. We had the
privilege of taking class one Sunday and
spending some time teaching new songs
and sharing the gospel with them.
Building a new dorm for the kids was
great especially in the beautiful weather
and it’s given me a new skill set that I can
apply to my working life. It really was an
unforgettable experience and I certainly
was a ‘newbie’ in India, learning how to
ride a motorbike, eating with my hands
and trying delicacies such as chicken
heart and ants! I would encourage anyone
who is able and willing to go out and do
some work for Brass Tacks. It’s very fulfilling.

www.kollegalgirlshome.org
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Highgate church, London
Mark Davies

Highgate International Church is actually
130 years old, for many years known as
Cholmeley Evangelical Church. Despite
the age, we have relatively new facilities
built in the late 80’s when the church was
200+, but sadly that number has declined
down to 20-25 people for a variety of reasons
including work and housing changes and
retirements out of London. However, we
have a very active toddlers work two days
a week with 40-60 parents/carers each
day from many different nationalities,
and some good conversations at the
Thursday afternoon community cafe – the
opportunities are many, the labourers as
usual few! We are developing a new growth
strategy, seeking a few more folk to join
the team as well as using mission teams
such as Tilsley College students and GLO
summer teams as helps in the process.
The local community is an affluent inner
commuter belt, many single young
professionals with some in the early
stages of starting families. The church
building is situated between tube station
and local Sainsbury express, so plenty of
daily footfall past our front door!

...we needed the church house
washing facilities upgraded, as
well as showering facilities...
Given the size and number of rooms
available in the building, we also see its
potential as a training hub and base for
mission team work in London. For this to
work well, we needed the church house
washing facilities upgraded, as well as
showering facilities in the church building.

Toilet

We are grateful therefore to Brass Tacks
teams who have completed the renovation
of the house bathroom, installed an
additional shower toilet room in what a
was a large kitchen area (also renovated),
and now the completion of three shower/
toilet rooms in what was one of the office
rooms in the church building. In addition
to the twice a year GLO/Tilsley College
teams, we are working in partnership with
Greater Europe Mission (GEM) who will be
using the building to host their orientation
and field training programmes for their
interns and new missionaries coming
from USA into Europe. Four girls were
given a 3 day orientation by GEM on their
arrival in January, for example, before
heading to their placements spread
between France, Spain and the UK. With
the shower facilities completed, and a
new fire detection alarm system being
installed by a local company, we will be
having a number of small teams using the
facilities from the end of April onwards.
So we are very appreciative of the way the
building has been enhanced for mission team
work, and value your prayers as we seek
to see the local church regrown, alongside
the training of others in outreach and
mission work.
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Mission house, Luao, Angola
Joel and Kayleigh Griffin (Canada)
“the people had a mind to work”
Nehemiah 4:6
The Brass Tacks team joined us for about
six weeks in November and December to
help us build a mission house in the city of
Luau to be our base for life and ministry.
Paul, Rob, and Phil blessed us greatly
with their desire to help and encourage.
We respect these men who give up their
precious time, which could be allocated
to a thousand other things, to travel far
from home and family into foreign
environments to serve the Lord Jesus
through downright hard work.

The Brass Tacks team worked with four
other builders from abroad: three Canadians
(one of them a Newfoundlander…) and an
Englishman. We numbered eight in total
sharing the accommodations, which was
a derelict rented house that had its
challenges. The water supply was cold
only, ensuring very efficient bathing and
no hogging of the washroom! A small
and noisy diesel generator ran lights
and charged phones and laptops in the
evenings. One room in the house had
an especially leaky ceiling, reducing the
usable square footage of the space that
was already a mite cramped. All of this
was overcome with a longsuffering and
optimistic spirit.
What would we have done for lunches
without the bread rolls from the local
shop and the many cans of tuna? The
local Christians did well to prepare the
evening meal to satisfy the crew with
food not too foreign in nature. Unfortunately
an unsavory bout of food poisoning
passed through the ranks. Thankfully
most seemed to recover in about 24 hours.

Joel and Kayleigh Griffin

The Brass Tacks members demonstrated
grace and experience when working
alongside the many Angolans who were
also involved in the building. Despite the

Foundations
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Lintel going up

language barrier friendships were made,
humour was shared, and those keen to
learn were given expert instruction. An
impressive amount of work was done in a
short space of time. When the team left
the roof was on, windows installed, drains
and sewers plumbed, along with the
electrical wiring and a large generator
installation complete. It was an outstanding
accomplishment! Though building during
the start of the rainy season the work
was not hampered by rain. Only a few
occasions found everyone scampering for
shelter during heavy downpour. All were
preserved from accident during the many
hours of dangerous work (e.g. the seven
large custom-made trusses were hoisted
into place by hand). For all these things
we give God the glory.
We enjoyed the time around the Scriptures
each morning when we mustered strength
for the day and committed our activities
to the Lord. Nehemiah gave us timely
encouragement and we believe that the
hand of our God was upon us for good.
Evenings and Sundays were times of rest
and Christian fellowship. Rob’s selection

of thought-provoking documentaries
displayed on a travel-size projector was
a nice diversion.
We are truly grateful for the indispensable
ministry of Brass Tacks and may each
volunteer involved with the work be
encouraged as they continue to bless
others just as they have blessed us.

Rob Woodhouse

The new mission house
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Looking back

Angers before

Adrianne (right)

ANGERS, France

“With spring arriving, we are ready to
celebrate our first anniversary in our new
church building! We have been incredibly
blessed to have this building, and the work
that has been accomplished by Brass Tacks
transformed the initial ugly space into a
spacious and luminous venue where we
can gather not only in joy but in comfort.
Since our first Sunday there, we’ve had
the pleasure to host different events: the
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inauguration, of course, but also concerts
and worship evenings and one baptism
(another one is planned for September!).
We are happy to call this church building
our own and to enjoy all the practical
details. The simple fact of having one room
for each group of children is wonderful!
We are really enjoying how easy and
practical it has become, compared to
what we used to deal with during the 5
years prior to that. Still, how easily we
forget where we have been! There was a
time when we needed to put everything
in a trailer after every service, only to put
it back on at the beginning of the next
service. Rehearsals for the Christmas play
were a nightmare to plan because of the
lack of place: now we just need the key
to open the door!

Angers interior

Pray that the easiness of having
this building does not take our
eyes away from God...
We still have many challenges to face as
a church. Pray that the easiness of having
this building does not take our eyes away
from God and His eternal providence.
Pray for unity and growth. Thank you !”
Adrianne, age 21, has been a believer
for 9 years. Her family (with parents and
brothers aged 15, 12 and 6 years old)
have been part of the church in Angers
for almost 7 years. Adrianne sometimes
plays clarinet during worship, and is
involved with the children groups along
with her parents. She is studying
International Management at the local
University, and is currently on an
exchange to mid-Scotland!

Loches, France

Communauté Protestante Evangélique
de Loches, Central France
Our church was planted in 2010 by a French
pastor, Raphael Anzenberger, and his
American wife, Karen, later joined by two
young evangelists, Olivier Pfinstag (French)
and Becca Taylor (English). An old bakery
was converted to provide a church building.

Raph had spent the 12 months beforehand
developing good relationships with
neighbours, town officials, dignitaries and
local organisations, ensuring that, by the
time of its inauguration, our church was
already known and people were keen to
join. This initiative was the pilot for a new
strategy of church-planting, and Loches
became a centre for training church planters.
Since then, three groups of students have
been trained, each during a two-year period,
resulting in three more FM evangelical
churches being planted from here.
After five years, we needed a larger
building and were offered an old bus
workshop, but the only affordable way
of adapting it was to construct two
insulated timber pods within the garage
for the worship area and the toilet block,
then convert the attached house into an
office and kitchen on the ground floor
and a flat on the first floor.

Preparing warehouse

Brass Tacks sent a team to
get us off to a flying start.
Planning approval came in Summer 2015.
At short notice, Brass Tacks sent a team
to get us off to a flying start. Amazingly,
Alan Park, Paul Dodds, Paul & Angela Hannay
completed the difficult initial construction
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work within a month, making it much easier
for our own volunteers to follow on and
have the church ready for occupation by
November. The building is a great success,
loved by members and visitors alike, with
plenty of scope for further development.
At present, we have 35 - 45 people
attending our Sunday services, and our
term as a regional training centre will end
this year because, now that the church
has become established, we can no
longer give the “developing church”
experience to trainee planters. As a

result, we will be losing some of our
energetic young people in the summer
when they will take what they have
learned to other parts of France. Sadly,
we will also be losing our founder and
visionary leader, Raph Anzenberger. He
is already an international evangelist and
is now being called to use his gifts on a
global scale. Raph, Karen and their four
children will always have a special place
in our hearts. We know they also will
remember Loches with love.
http://www.france-mission.org

The building is a great
success, loved by members
and visitors alike...

Loches kitchen
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Loches pod

Loches office

Loches service

Farewell to...

Paul and Angela Hannay
We remember 30 years ago, hearing about
an organisation “Brass Tacks” that was
just starting; it was to help missionaries
with their practical needs, and they were
asking for volunteers. Paul immediately
filled in an application form, and went on
his first job to La Roche-Sur-Yon in summer
1986. Paul went on many trips to France
between 1986 and 1991 and saw an
increasing need - but there were not
enough volunteers. We began to pray,
asking God if this was the time for Paul
to leave work and serve the Lord fulltime
with Brass Tacks - at that time there were
no fulltime field workers. The LORD made
His will very clear to us; on the 31st March
1991 Paul left British Telecom and started
working with Brass Tacks.
We had a young family then, Andrew (10),
Philip (8) and Simon (5). Paul very often
was away for 6 or even 8 weeks at a time
and for over 6 months per year. At times
Angela found it hard, as she cared for the
family and worked part time, it was very
tiring. God was good and through those
times she really learned to lean on Him.
Paul found the work fulfilling but being
away from the family was also hard and
Ionely, he missed being away from the
family. He worked as far away as Mongolia,
Russia, Congo and Zambia. Also, when
the Iron curtain fell he helped in Hungary,
Romania and Albania. Then nearer to home
he worked in UK, France, Austria and Spain.
He visited Zambia to work once or twice
each year from 1995- 2004 and gradually
it became clear that God was calling us as
a couple to serve at Chengelo school
there - Paul overseeing the maintenance

and Angela as houseparent for the
youngest primary school children. After
four busy years, we sought God for the
next step, and went to Kalene Hospital in
November 2009. Paul again was involved
in building and maintenance while Angela
took on the pastoral care of student
nurses and worked in the pharmacy. While
at Kalene Paul began construction of a
new theatre block; several Brass Tacks
teams were involved in this massive project.
We returned to the UK in February 2014
asking the LORD, “what next?” Brass Tacks
were short of volunteers so we helped on
a few jobs, then as a couple we became
full-time Brass Tacks workers. It has in
some ways been different this time as we
travelled and worked together which has
been good, and we have worked nearer
to home in Western Europe. Over the
past few years Paul has been finding the
manual work tiring and we now feel it is
time to retire and possibly take things a
little easier. It will be good to spend more
time with our family and help our parents
where needed. We are seeking the Lord
as to what He wants us to be involved at
this new stage of our lives. Please
continue to remember us in prayer.
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