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Editorial
Thank you to all those who pray for the work of Brass Tacks: we are
conscious of the fellowship of many of you who are not able to lend a
hand but do take time to pray. Since the Autumn edition of the magazine
we have been encouraged by the progress in various projects, and also
some new project applications.
At the time of writing we are in Northern Ireland where Wesley Emerson,
one of our board members has organised a programme of report
meetings. A special meal was planned so that we could meet up with
some volunteers from past projects as well as some potential new
volunteers.
Below is a photograph taken at a meal on Friday evening held in the
Lurgan Town Hall. We enjoyed seeing photographs of heroes from our
previous projects in different locations from Bahamas to Romania, and
saluted their hard work and commitment over the years. A very big thank
you to all who contributed to this meeting and for the excellent meal
prepared by Margaret Parks.
In this magazine you will find some updates of projects where volunteers
are currently working in Zambia at Amano School, Mission Support
warehouse in Chingola and Chitokoloki hospital. I am sure that those who
have asked for these projects are grateful to Colin Breeze, Rob
Woodhouse, Paul Dodds and Aaron O’Neil for their help. In addition we
have been very grateful to Paul and Angela Hannay who have now been
volunteering for 8
months and have
been very helpful as
a husband and wife
team in France, UK
and Ireland. They
have done four
projects in total, the
most recent one
spreading over
several weeks and
involving three trips.
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Introducing Aaron O’Neill
Aaron is a new volunteer who joined us in February
2015 . Since then he has already been involved at
the Shannon Church development and shortly
afterwards travelled out to Chitokoloki where he is
currently working alongside Paul Dodds to construct
an extension for the children’s ward at the hospital.
Aaron is a trained auto electrician coming from a
farming background and over the years has built up
additional skills in general engineering and welding.
His latest job was working with a bus manufacturer
as an electrical design engineer.
He quickly became absorbed in the Shannon project which was mostly
stud partition work, and latest reports from Chitokoloki are that work is
progressing well and they are just completing the foundations for the new
children’s ward extension.
We are benefitting from Aaron’s desire to take a year from his work and to
serve God. He is going to be travelling with some members from his
church to Madagascar in October.

Repairs at Katoka,
D.R.Congo
When a distress call was sent out by the ladies
at Katoka, Peter Handlsey volunteered to take
a three-week break from his work as a heating
engineer in Hull so that he could help. There
was a variety of mechanical and electrical
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Top for oil pump
manufactured on site.

problems which were hampering the work at
the mission hospital in D.R.Congo. Mary
Ratter (UK) and Sandy Meikle (NZ), were very
happy to have Peter’s help.
The diesel generator was first taken to Zambia
where Les White and Gordon McKillop
assessed the nature of the problem and they
ordered parts for the necessary repairs.

Old selector mechanism
from the gearbox

In addition, the Bedford 4*4 truck needed
some repairs to the selector fork mechanism
in the gearbox, and some spare parts for the
brakes. The spares were sourced and
forwarded to Peter for inclusion in his
luggage.
In this kind of job, there is always a nagging
doubt that maybe the parts were not the
correct ones, but thankfully all parts
purchased were suitable for the repairs.
Some local arrangements were employed to
mend broken parts and replace some that
had gone missing, as shown in the attached
photographs.
In a letter of appreciation, Mary Ratter wrote:

Peter has never visited Katoka before (we do
hope he will come again !!) but he very kindly came in answer to a plea
sent out via Alan Park of the Brass Tacks organisation. Some of you know
that we were suffering from technical problems most of which were
probably due to the fact that we have no one at Katoka who is able to do
proper maintenance on vehicles or motors in general. Peter came with
very little personal luggage because he was carrying spares for the
Bedford lorry and for our generator. He is so versatile, it is amazing and
we are grateful to God for the fact that he was willing to come despite
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Some say it with
flowers, but a
pie works just as
well!

pressures in his own business. The first
morning at Katoka he got the lorry going ! and
then he just seemed to work on steadily fixing
things all along the way. It is so great to have a
generator which is not going up and down with
great surges or even cutting out.
Thank you for finding someone so gifted, and
thank you Peter for coming to the back of
beyond just to sort out our problems: may God
bless you richly for such sacrificial giving of
your abilities. Thank you too for all the friends
at your assembly who paid for spare parts. God
bless you all.
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James Coates visits NW Zambia

In 2014 I spent the month of
October in Zambia on a
Brass Tacks trip. My task
was to assemble and fit a
kitchen in a new house being
built by Dr Peter Gill and the
North West Zambia
Development Trust. Whilst
making and fitting kitchens
had been my trade, I have
spent the last 11 years as a
full time children’s worker in
my home assembly as well
as leading Collective Worship and presenting Bible Explorer in many local
schools. As I flew out I was rather nervous! As with any kitchen fitting job,
most of it went smoothly. The units came together well and they all fitted in
the allotted spaces. The real challenge though was the worktop. I had the
router and cutters to machine the joints, but the template to guide the
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router couldn’t be found! After much thought and a couple of false starts I
managed to get the joints done and the worktop on!
It wasn’t all work though. I enjoyed great fellowship with the missionaries
at Kalene. At our Sunday get together there were folk from at least four
different countries. I had the privilege of preaching the Gospel in a local
church and was able to see the Hydro Electric Scheme at the Zambezi
Rapids.
After a week and a half at Kalene it was time to move on. I spent the rest
of my time in Zambia at Nyangombe
Christian Training Centre. I had read
a n d heard s o mu c h a b o u t t h e
wonderful work that is done there that I
was very keen to see it for myself. At
Nyangombe, my task was to help the
trainees in the Carpentry School to
make couple of tables for the new
house at Kalene. To my delight I found
that they had a grand old lathe in the
workshop so I was able to turn the legs
for the tables and give a wood turning demonstration to the trainees at the
same time! To be honest, the trainees didn’t need my help to make the
tables as they had already completed 10 months of their course, so
Gordon McKillop suggested we made the roof trusses for the new sewing
block. Huge panic! I had done roofing
as part of my City and Guilds course,
but that was 30 years ago, and we
didn’t make roofs the way they do in
Africa any way! Believe me , much
prayer went up abut those trusses.
Wonderfully though, the day we were
to begin the trusses. in my Bible
reading I found these words from 1
Chronicles 28:10, “Consider now, for
the LORD has chosen you to build a
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house as the sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.” I’m no Solomon
but I had a job to do, so encouraged we had a go. Gordon had set out the
dimensions on the ground using steel rods hammered into the ground so
we, in theory, couldn’t go wrong. It took us a whole day to make the first
one but after that we did well. I was so pleased that the day before I was
to leave Nyangombe, we got the trusses up onto the building, locked in
place and the purlins on!
Again it was a privilege to spend time with the missionaries at
Nyangombe. The fellowship and the Ice cream were wonderful!
There is of course a great sense of joy and fulfilment in being able to
serve in such a practical way. It is humbling too to see the situations and
challenges that are faced by so many missionaries as they serve God in
Zambia. It is one thing to read about them in mission reports but a
different thing entirely, to be there and to see it for yourself. It is truly
satisfying too to be able to use the gifts and talent we have from the Lord
in the service of His people.

Paul Dodds blitzes Kollegal, India
In October Paul was once
again busy at Kollegal in
India. In the space of 6 weeks
a tremendous amount of work
was achieved, both in the
main school building as well
as in renovating the old
mission house which was
being prepared for a new
couple to live in as they give
help at the school.
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Perhaps the best comment on
this job came from Ron
Penny who wrote these
words of appreciation:

It’s time for bed, here in
Kollegal. As I walked in and
out of the rooms of the
bungalow, with its 20 metre
long double tiled roof, I was
absolutely amazed at what
Paul accomplished in such a short time, and all when within the budget of US
$12,000. In another two days we will only have cleaners around, as all the skilled
work will be finished.
The bungalow will easily last another
100 years. We are so very grateful to
you, Brass Tacks and Paul and those
who give and pray. May the Lord
continue to bring girls, one after
another, to Himself, and prepare them
for His service.
Paul played a huge part in the lives of
many of our senior girls as night after night they would seek his help with their
homework and even if he didn't know the answers he would Google until he could
answer their questions. He was always directing their thoughts and lives to the
Lord in very interesting ways.

Amano Staff
Houses
Phil Grove, one of the board
members at Amano school in
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Zambia, requested help with some new buildings. Paul Dodds flew out to
help in what has been a bit of a home from home for the family over the
last couple of years, with both Angie and Katie, their daughter, having
had input in the English classes and girls’ dorm respectably.
By providing extra housing for school staff, this enables the school to cut
down on their expenses for rental of accommodation away from school
premises.
Since then Rob Woodhouse has completed the trusses for the staff
house and has been working on the kitchen worktops. He then plans to go
up-country to Nyangomoe and help out at the training centre there when
Gordon McKillop returns from UK.

Shannon Church and the big firewall
Artists impression

Paul and Angela Hannay have been
working long weeks at an Industrial
complex in Shannon where half of
one of the properties has been bought
by a church. The greatest need was
for a firewall to be built which would
divide the property into two and allow
the church to use the upper and lower
floors of the half which they are
buying. Since Paul and Angela enjoy partition
work so much, this seemed like an ideal job for
them! The photograph to the left shows the
milestone moment when they had completed
240 boards.
This is a relatively young church, and has a
good contact with those from other countries
who have come to live in Ireland.
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TELit tract distribution depot, Glasgow
Robert and Anne Smith have been
involved in literature ministry for many
years in South Africa, and recently
they have taken over the ministry of
TELit, now operating under the
umbrella of Opal Trust.
The previous co-ordinator of this work
who was based in Edinburgh has
retired and now Robert and Anne have
taken a lease of a warehouse in an
industrial area of Linwood near to
Glasow Airport.
Brass Tacks were asked to help with
arranging the internal partitions to give
maximum space with a suitably dry
environment for storing large
quantities of paper. The remainder of
the space would be useable to store
the Opal van on occasion.
Once again, our “dry lining specialists”
Paul and Angela Hannay were willing
to come and help on this project, and
transform the space for operation as a
tract distribution facility.

The completed job

If you would like to talk to Robert or
Anne about your evangelistic literature
needs, contact them on 07999 401215,
www.telitquick.org
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Mission Support ministry, Zambia
For some years Steve and Muriel Studd
have been supporting the missionaries in
Zambia with help in transport and truck
maintenance. Several years ago they
purchased a sizeable site in a rural part of
Chingola from which they hope to develop
the facilities for this work.
Colin Breeze and Rob Woodhouse have
been working for the last three weeks with
Steve to help erect a steel framed structure
which will function as a storage capacity and
a workshop.
The photographs here could equally bear the
title, “Steadfast, unmovable ..” Its great to
have Colin as part of the team again.

Brass Tacks weekend
You are invited to join us for a
weekend conference hosted by
B r a s s Ta c k s , 2 0 t h t o 2 2 n d
November 2015,at Glenada Hotel
in Newcastle, N.Ireland. BT33
0EX.
The Bible teacher expected is
John Parkinson, Belfast. This will be a time of fellowship, Bible teaching,
sharing experiences of projects past and information sharing. You are
welcome to join us for this weekend. Please notify the office if you intend
to come. The cost will be £100 per person for the weekend.
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Future projects
Project

Location

Dates

1 Church fitting out

Angers, France

August/Sept 2015

2 Storage shed

Newcastle West,
Rep Ireland

April/May 2015

3 Fire escape stairway Stockport,

Soon

4 Shower block

St Lunaire, France

Nov 2015

5 Floor tiling house

Angola

Tilers needed!

6 Church fitting out

Shannon, Ireland

April/May 2015

Manchester

and church

In addition to the above approved projects we have others for which we
are waiting formal application or approval in India, N.Ireland and Spain.
Details of these will be posted on our website when they are available
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