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Editorial
Last year we managed to complete 8 projects, for which we give God the glory.
This year, 2014, we have completed two hands-on projects and helped out on a
consultation basis with another two in India, so the year has started well.
We have potentially three large projects in Africa this year, one in each of Malawi,
Zambia and Botswana, so we would value your prayers as we plan these jobs and
make the necessary preparations.
Of course we could not manage without our dedicated volunteers, and we are glad
to see some new names added to our list as well as the return of our experienced
campaigners. Please feel free to contact us if you think that you may be free for
any project this year - new ones are requested all of the time, so we never know
what is likely to be the next urgent need.

Projects for 2014
Location

Work

Dates

Belgium

Bible college reception area

5-18 April

France

Concrete lift platform

Later 2014

Malawi

Church/Bible school

July 2014

Zambia

School for special needs

July-Sept 2014

Botswana

Conference shelter

Late 2014

UK

Rehab centre renovations

May 2014

N.Ireland

Rehab centre renovations

To be confirmed

Zambia

Dining hall, Chengelo

To be confirmed
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Castledaly Manor, Athlone, Eire
It was probably 18 months ago that
I expressed interest in getting
involved with Brass Tacks and
upon completing the volunteer
paperwork looked for a project. A
European project suited me at this
time and there were a number in
2013, but sadly other
commitments prevented my
involvement. Finally my
opportunity came in February with
a trip to Ireland.
For me, it was no coincidence that
my first job was on a Christian
Centre for camps and
conferences. I have a heart for
these centres where young people
come under God's Word. Having
spent the last six years upgrading
Windmill Christian Centre, I
understand fully the challenges of
making these centres operate and
the demands they place on those
involved. So it was good to be of
help in some small way.

Murray Lawrie

Trevor and John

Tom, Murray and John

The Scottish team comprised Alan
Park, Tom Stirret and myself. We were joined by Phil Kennedy from N.Ireland
and Trevor Windrum and John O’ Regan from Ireland. Gareth McMeekin was
our local contact and he also worked hard and allocated the work.
The main task was the repairing a stone wall which ran alongside the main
entrance to the centre. Around 10 metres of this had to be taken down
completely and other sections substantially repaired. Deterioration had been
accelerated by ivy which had over many years made itself at home among the
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stones of this wall. Although it looked attractive and harmless it had grown to
such an extent inside the wall it simply caused the wall to crumble. There was
more than one illustration uttered regarding the consequence of sin in the
Christian's life as we picked, pulled, cut, and tried to remove the ivy. It had
become part of the fabric of the structure and ultimately brought about the
wall’s destruction.
There was a day spent pulling the wall apart
and two days putting it back together.
Additionally another precast wall was
erected and some work carried out on the
floor of a temporary building. The weather
was a challenge at times, rain, sleet, hail,
horizontal rain, snow and I think there was
some sun. But despite the conditions the
team worked well and the task was
completed.
I enjoyed this opportunity to serve others
and work with the team so much that I have
already signed up for another project. Why
not join us!
Editor’s note: A very big thank you to the McMeekin ladies for their tasty
casseroles, not least the chicken curry!

North West Renewal Project
Wesley Downs
The work at the Mill has gone on for some years now
working with the long term unemployed, homeless and
ex-offenders. In that time we have never been able to
cook a meal at the mill as the kitchen has been small
and unequipped.
The need for a larger kitchen was on our list of things
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to do recognising that this would
be a major project having to install
new partition walls to create a
larger space which we could then
equip with units, sinks, cooker and
hob. We were extremely grateful
for the offer of help by Brass
Tacks. This meant that we could
get on with the work of running
the mill whilst knowing that our
building project was in the hands
of people we could trust to do a
high quality job. This was a real
help and blessing to us. At the Mill
we provide work experience, skills
development and training to those
who attend. What a great
example of real work experience
the Brass Tacks team displayed
as the guys who come saw a
great example of hard work,
skilled workmanship with
Christian values!

Lee, Wesley, Denis and Andy

We really enjoyed the fellowship
we had with Denis, Lee and Philip.
It was great to share our Krispy
Kreme donuts with them whilst
enjoying friendly conversation.
Great that they were able to work
alongside Andy, one of the guys at
the mill and witness to him as the
opportunity arose. How we thank
the Lord for this help!
Editors note: The team thoroughly
appreciated being involved in this
project, and also the kind hospitality shown to them by Wesley and Alison.
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Back to the future

Anjie Dodds

Visit to schools at Kollegal and Hebron
We were grateful to God for the
blessing of being able to go with
Brass Tacks to India, it was like
going home; all so familiar, with
no culture shock or problems with
transition. It wasn't your usual trip
as not a brick was put in place
neither was anything old torn
down. The Bible talks a lot about
having good foundations and
Kollegal school, Kannada speakers
planning well and this BT trip was
just that, to plan and sort the
logistics of a new English medium
school for Kollegal girls home in
Karnataka, to offer consultation
and encouragement for the folk
on the ground there to go ahead
with confidence. My joy was not
being involved in that at all, but
being
free to play with the girls in
Breakfast, Kollegal girls’ home
the home, and to encourage them
and the staff in their walk with
God - what a privilege! I also
attempted to encourage a class of
45 year 9's with their spoken
English but I think only about the
five who were confident to 'give it
a go' benefitted. My ultimate joy
was seeing two of the little girls
we first met in 1996 as five year olds, now fully fledged teachers and
teaching in the school.

Ron Penny and Anjie Dodds
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We also made the trip up to Ooty
Hebron School
to Hebron school, the place where
we had spent 17 years prior to
working with BT. The school was
struggling with lack of water due to
a poor monsoon but because Paul
had spent so much time on water
whilst at Hebron he was able to
impart knowledge and advice. As
for me I spent most of my time
under a tree or in a coffee shop
listening and praying with people - again such a privilege. We took some
assemblies and devotionals and junior church.
We also visited a past student of mine and her family who are now in ministry,
and an organisation where Paul had been involved with its birth many years ago.
What a joy to see it up and running and having such an incredible outreach.
Yes we went ' back' but in each situation we were filled with the knowledge that
God's kingdom is continuing to be built in India and that the people and projects
of the past are now bearing fruit today and we trust will continue in the future.

MAF aircraft hangar, Uganda
We were requested by Missionary
Aviation Fellowship to give
assistance at the aircraft hangar just
outside Kampala in Uganda. From
this location, MAF flies into
neighbouring countries such as
D.R.Congo, Rwanda and Burundi
with medical supplies and Bibles. A
team of three including Paul Dodds,
Frank Balassa, and Tim Whitmore
travelled out for three weeks to work
on various electrical projects.
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Besides installing lighting in the aircraft hangar itself the team also provided the
facility to integrate the sources of power, which included setting up a solar
system, and wiring up a generator so that if there was a failure in mains
electricity the work in the hangar could continue.
This job required quite a lot of specialist knowledge of cable loadings and electrical
circuitry, so we were very glad to have Frank and Tim on this team, both of whom
are electrical engineers. In fact the original job sheet was completed with such
speed that they became known as the “A” Team.
Besides getting some great MAF experience of Uganda, the team enjoyed a day
out to visit the equator.

Frank Balassa

Paul Dodds

Tim Whitmore
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Chengelo School Kitchens, Zambia
Chengelo school, now operational for
over 25 years, provides a first class
education facility where they are very
competitive in sports as well as
academic subjects. Set in extensive
grounds in the geographical centre of
Zambia and surrounded by large
commercial farms, they have lived up
to their motto of being “Witnesses to
the Light”. They currently have about
370 pupils of junior and senior
grades.
Chengelo school needed some
urgent help with the renovating of
the kitchens during the Christmas
recess. Paul Dodds travelled out for
a few weeks before Christmas and
finished a new extension, as well as
renovating the inside of the existing
premises with an improved design
which should help with day to day
cleaning and maintenance of this
busy facility.
Having had extensive experience
with the water filtration systems in
India, Paul was able to share some
experience and ideas. The school
now has upgraded systems in place
to meet the ever increasing
demands on the water supply.
Chengelo School have further
building projects in which we may
become involved later this year.

Harold and Mary Rea with family
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An African looks at Indian technology

Alan Park

Having lived for twenty years in Africa, a visit to India proved to be quite a learning
experience for me. It is a very busy place! It seemed that in the area we travelled,
in any given space if there was not a house there was a vegetable field. Another
part of my learning experience was to see some technology which you may find
interesting.
The early part of a gas production
machine. The cows shown in the photograph
are precisely placed so that the cow manure
runs down a sluice-way to be collected in a
dome covered pit. This is where one of the
miracles of nature takes place and the result
is methane gas which is piped into the
kitchen by means of the rubber hose
protruding from the dome which seals the
manure pit.
How do you
pump water?
Large roofs of corrugated metal make for great
collectors of rain water, but what about pumping it
up from underground? The standard method for
pumping water is to use either a borehole pump
down a borehole or else use a centrifugal pump
near to the level of the source if it is a river or lake.
Well, Paul Dodds showed me a system which he
had set up and it has been working for many years
where a standard air compressor is used at ground
level to pump air down into the borehole, the said
air has to come out again, but as it bubbles up, it
takes the water with it into the header tank. The
beauty of this system is that there are no wearing parts which need to be dug out of
the hole and replaced. The air hose lines can be as
long as necessary so that the compressor can be
locked away.
Ferro-concrete roof supports.
Paul has used this method successfully, making
lengths of inch thick pre-cast concrete semicircular in section. This is then used to provide a
strong roof structure which can then be able to
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support another storey, or even an extra two stories as in one example which we
saw.

Brass Tacks missions weekend, Grange, Lake District
Every two years we have a
conference for fellowship with
the volunteers and their families
and a time of review of past
projects. At our most recent such
conference, we had 55 who
joined us for the weekend, as
well as some day visitors. Bible
teaching was provided by Dr Ian
Burness of Echoes who also
provided us with an “Overview
on mission worldwide”.
Feedback has been encouraging,
and we thank all who joined us for the weekend, and particularly those who took
part or helped.
We were particularly glad to welcome some who are not likely to be able to
volunteer for Brass Tacks projects, but who have an active interest in the world
mission scene.

A big thanks to Ken Wolfe,
Kelso for this cartoon.
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Remember to pray for .

1. Rob Woodhouse who is currently
at Nyangombe, Zambia at the
training school.
2. The team of 4, Paul, Dianne,
Murray and Ben as they travel to
Leuven on the 5th April for
renovations to the Bible college
entrance foyer.
3.The team who will be involved at
Wukwashi in July and August,
Phil, John, Alan, Paul
4.Success as we seek planning
permission for the new building
in Blantyre, Malawi.

www.brass-tacks.org.uk, www.brasstacksuk.org,
brasstacksuk@gmail.com, serving@brasstacksuk.org
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