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The apostle Paul was confident that 
those who give themselves to the work of 
God would always have what is needed, 
supplied by God Himself, 2Co 9:8 “And 
God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in 
every good work.”

Over the years I am sure that we have all 
proved this to be true, the giving of our 
time and talents, or even finance to God 
is not something which leads to a state of 
want but to sufficiency for more. It reminds 
us too that we have a responsibility to use 
our resources wisely as good stewards of 
what God has committed to us.

All those involved in the ministry of Brass 
Tacks have the privilege of seeing this 
process at work each time we take on a 
project. Our service meets the need of 
others who are serving the Lord in various 
parts of the globe, and we also see that 
the Lord cares for each one of us. 

Please continue to pray for those who 
sacrifice their time and talents to meet 
the needs of others, specifically Paul and 
Angela Dodds and also Paul and Angela 
Hannay. You will read some of the recent 
projects in which they have been involved. 
In addition we give thanks to God for 
stirring up the hearts of volunteers who 
join us in these projects.

Editorial

We trust that you will appreciate the new look 
magazine and revised logo!

There are other projects which are currently under consideration or planning, details of these will be 
put up on the new website when it is fully functioning.  

Plan for next few months
Location Description Start date

Fondation Totai, Bolivia Plastering and tiling dorm and showers April 2016

St Lunaire, France Wooden cladding on exterior May 2016 
 of new building

Saurimo, Angola Chassis replacement on Landrover.  May & June 2016  
 Mission house extension.

Newcastle West, Ireland Storage shed for Gospel Literature Ireland T.B.A

Hitchin, N London Washroom refurbishment for Society June 6th 2016 
 for Hebrew Scriptures

Falkirk Drop-in centre refurb Aug 2016

Serowe, Botswana Shelter for conferences and Sept 2016 
 Sunday School



Page 4

Ron and Lilo Penny and their 3 children 
moved into their house in Bangalore back 
in the early 80's after being in North India 
for a number of years, in fact they have 

been in India for over 50 years. I first 
visited them back in 1981 at this house 
with two friends. Later with my family we 
have stayed there numerous times since, 
far too many to count and so have many 
other people. Their house is used much 
for God's work and is also the registered 
office for Kollegal girls home. Numerous 
meetings and counselling times happen 
at this home.

The flat roof over their home had 
deteriorated with the result that water 
had been seeping into the house, and so 
the situation was becoming desperate. 
The solution to this was to construct a 
pitched roof with a metal frame. A local 
contractor was taken on to construct the 
new roof to the design we supplied them 
with and this left me free to continue to 
our next project at Kollegal School, about 
two hour’s drive away.

I am sure that the new roof which covers 
the whole house will protect the fabric of 
the building for many years to come.

Bangalore, India
Paul Dodds (Cardiff)
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India! Land of colour and spice and smell. 
What a joy it was to visit the country for 
the first time and share in some practical 
work at Kollegal Girls Home. I had the 
privilege of working alongside a native to 
India, Paul Dodds. His knowledge of life 
and work in the country made it a very 
interesting and exciting trip. Our time was 
spent building and renovating some 
rooms and toilets at the home as well as 
experiencing some of the local culture 
and food. Despite the vibrant and 
colourful culture, I was stuck by  the 
darkness of this country, empty religion, 
poverty, inequality and abuse are sadly 
part of everyday life. That is what made 
Kollegal Girls home so special, it was a 
place of safety and peace, a haven for 
these precious girls, many of whom have 
known the pain of abuse and abandonment. 
It was great to spend time with the girls 
and share the love of Jesus Christ with 
them. They have found a very special 
place in my heart. It was a full and fulfilling 
trip and I knew Gods presence and 
preservation every day. 

Sign me up for next year!

First trip to India
Andy Johnston (Linwood)
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When I agreed to go to Uganda, little did I 
know the challenges Christmas 2015 
would hold for me! Having left the UK on 
the 17th December, I arrived at the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship airfield with a 
briefcase full of notes and a large 
suitcase containing tools and installation 
equipment. (I did get a few strange looks 
as I lugged my case through the ‘large 
items’ check-in at Manchester Airport, 
but thankfully the Lord blinded their eyes 
to the Stanley knives, screwdrivers and 
cordless drills I needed for the work!)

My task was to rebuild the power 
generation and distribution system for the 
entire site at Kajjansi. The existing system 
had grown tired and unsafe through many 
years of use, extension and alteration and 
with the minimum of emphasis on UK 
wiring and safety regulations.

As a Brass Tacks volunteer I was grateful 
for the preparation MAF had done which 
made it possible for me to start the 
project in the first morning. Michael, a 
very capable local electrician who had 
been employed by MAF for the duration 
of my visit was ready to start and we 
soon got down to the brass tacks. 

Fortunately there was a large electrical 
wholesale depot within 8 miles of the site 
for any extras we needed. Driving there is 
another experience on its own… The first 
time I borrowed a vehicle from MAF, the 
only instruction I was given: ‘Frank - Drive 
defensively!’ That says it all…

Christmas day was rather special: One, 
that it was a holiday, but two, I was able 
to spend it with the missionaries and their 
families. It was great to meet up with 
them and to hear about how God had 
been using them in Uganda.

This was my third trip to Africa and each 
had presented a different challenge 
although this one was more difficult than 
the others as I had more responsibilities in 
this project! This involved drawing cash 
from the bank in Kampala, not an easy 
task, but also negotiating prices and 
checking invoices – not ideal in a country 
with a haggling trading culture! Thankfully 
the Lord undertook for me and I was able 
to see the job through.

After 17 days (minus 3 days off) the 
installation was commissioned and just 
small bits left to be finished by Michael. 

Ugandan Christmas
Frank Balassa (Preston)
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“For some years, the church have prayed 
for a new building which would be visible, 
accessible and welcoming and the Lord 
answered. A new development in Angers 
has provided a location from which to reach 
out to the many residents and businesses 
which are moving into the area. At present 
new buildings are springing up all around. 
The area is also served with a good tram 
network which runs right round two sides 
of the building and so we are very visible.

After purchase in 2015, Brass Tacks teams 
have fitted over 450 m² of plasterboard 
with 11 doors, building the frames, jointing 
and sanding. Thank you Lee, Dennis,  
Aaron, Gary, Alan, Paul and Angela. It was 
an amazing bonus to see insulation and 
floor heating laid out and the framework 
of the suspended ceiling.in place by the 
time Paul and Angela left us in March. 

Since then, the work of cabling and 
plumbing has continued using local 
Christians. Unfortunately the floor has 

been slow to dry out which means that 
the floor tiling, wall painting and fitting 
the ceiling tiles has been delayed. There 
may be an official inauguration in 
September 2016. We pray that, once 
completed, the building will be a great 
stimulus to worship, fellowship and 
evangelism. It is already a subject for 
grateful thanks to God”.

We would like to show our appreciation for the excellent work that Frank has done 
during his time here last month. He replaced a very poorly installed and badly 
functioning electrical distribution system with one that is up to UK safety standards, 
and has been working very well since his departure.

Despite several setbacks and very long working days, and giving up his holidays for this 
project, Frank was always of good cheer. He also was able to teach a local electrician 
an awful lot about how to install systems like this.

Some words of appreciation from MAF following Frank’s visit:

We pray that, once completed, the 
building will be a great stimulus to 
worship, fellowship and evangelism.

Progress in Angers, France
Geoff Cawston (Angers missionary)
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Angers visit 1
We travelled to the new church in Angers 
mid-January 2016 with a deadline of 10 
working days to prepare for contractors 
to pour a top screed over the whole floor. 
The first task was to lay tongue and 
groove insulated panels over the whole 
ground floor area. It was also a requirement 
to insulate the screed from the 
plasterboard wall, so it did not absorb the 
very wet cement. The joints between the 
sheets were taped to maintain continuity. 
Once this was completed we had a few 
days left to run in the underfloor heating 
pipes. We worked with one of the local 

church members who has expertise in 
plumbing. Between us we laid 13 separate 
circuits or zones, fixing the pipes down with 
staples made for this type of floor insulation. 
Once this was complete we cleared 
everything out the building in readiness 
for contractors to pour the screed floor.

Les Gobelins
On the 1st of February we left Angers to 
work on a building in Paris which belongs 
to the oldest assembly in Paris, and is 
situated in the suburb of Les Gobelins. 
The task was to do some renovation of 
the 1st floor meeting place. Over recent 

French connections
Paul and Angela Hannay (Shrewsbury)
Les Gobelins and Angers, France

...we left Angers to work on  
a building...which belongs to  
the oldest assembly in Paris...
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years the ground floor had been 
refurbished by their own members, and 
was looking really good, but the 1st floor 
had not been touched for some 40 years. 
The membership was also ageing, so they 
did not feel they could do the work 
themselves this time. The main door to 
the room had damaged the wall, so Paul 
made an opening in the damaged wall 
large enough to receive the door handle 
when it was opened wide, lined it with 
timber and plastered the damaged wall. 
The rest of the walls had cracks and were 
filled, in preparation for papering with 1 
metre wide fibreglass type French paper. 
Old cork tiles around the work top were 
removed, a new work top was fitted and 
new kitchen sink fitted and plumbed in; 
finally this area was tiled with ceramic 
tiles. We papered the ceiling, but both 

Paul & Angela found this too hard because 
of the size of the paper, and many light 
fittings also in the ceiling. After praying 
about this others joined us to help and we 
finished this in double-quick time.

Angers visit 2
Whist we were in Paris, contractors laid 
the floor. It was laid very wet, and given 
the winter conditions and lack of 
ventilation it was taking a long time to 
dry. The only part we had to play this time 
was to put the ceiling grids up in the large 
main hall and the 9 other areas. It was 
decided not to fit the bulk of ceiling tiles, 
but to wait for the rooms to be dry, plus 
other finishing off jobs. We as Brass Tacks 
helpers, completed all we set out to do, 
the locals will continue with the rest to 
see it totally finished.



Page 10

It was 14 years ago that the biggest and 
longest Brass Tacks work party started at 
the Amano School.  The Vision of the 
Sunnybrook Trustees was to provide a 
Christian Education Centre giving 
Missionary’s Children an International 
Education as well as provision for some 
local and fee paying children. The age 
range would be for 5 to 16 years.

When the team arrived on site in those 
early days the ground work had been 
commenced by Brian McCaffrey. The first 
building constructed was for use as 
classrooms, dining rooms and dormitories. 
Brass Tacks teams have returned and 
helped with many of the additional 
buildings that t have been needed to 
meet the school’s growing needs.

 To date they have 65 children boarders 
plus some day children 35 staff and 60 
workers in and around the school. The 
demands of the drainage and sewage 
system had reached a peak and there 
was a need to redesign the system and 
provide an additional septic tank. The 
new tank is designed as a bio digested 
which will produce methane gas from  
the sewage system and kitchen waste. 

The gas will be able to reduce the cost in 
running the electric generators, the hot 
water system in the kitchen along with 
some cookers reducing the running costs.

Considerable excavations were required 
for the drains 700m3 of earth and a 
further 200m3 for the digester. How 
could such large amounts of earth be 
moved in a short time? The Lord provided 
the answer with MISSION SUPPORT.  
Muriel and Steve Studd came around the 
corner with their digger and lorries along 
with their 5 local workmen.  What a 
wonderful job they did in working and 
helping to supervise the 20 casual workers.

The 10 men from the school’s permanent 
tradesmen were able to work on the 
digester and installation of the drains. 
The digester and drains were all 
completed by mid-April.

The project was a challenge given the 
wet season and the limited time. We give 
thanks to God for his overruling protection. 
The only casualty was a broken door and 
window on the digger.

We look forward to returning to the 
school and see them ‘Cooking with gas’.

Waste system for Amano school, 
Zambia Colin Breeze (Wirral)



Page 11

The church in Highgate own a property 
which has deteriorated over the years, 
and their request was to upgrade the 
bath and shower facilities as well as the 
kitchen. Mark and Shirley Davies recently 
moved into this area and they will act as 
hosts for small teams of young people 
who travel down from Tilsley College in 
Motherwell to do training in evangelism  
in what is a very multi-cultural area.

Being an older property, there were quite 
a few surprises to be found when floor 
boards were lifted and ceilings brought 
down. Space was limited, dust was 
plentiful and it is amazing how quickly  
 an 8 cubic yard skip gets filled. It was an 
answer to prayer that the truck driver 
agreed to take it all away.

Paul Dodds, David Thorpe and Paul Inman 
all gave help in this project.

Space was limited, dust was plentiful 
and it is amazing how quickly an 8 
cubic yard skip gets filled...

Mission house in Highgate, London
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