we have no choice but to sleep with them.
They are aware of diseases like HIV/AIDS
and sexually transmitted infections but
there is nothing they can do because they
have no choice.

Who Cares?

Society does not pay attention to our plight

because it does not think there are girls who live on the streets. It is
clear from her looks that she has had a tough time on the streets; her
skin looks dirty and has cuts on it. Life is tough and the girls would like
to be taken off the streets. Those girls face a major problem when they
are sick. They cannot survive on begging all their life, very soon, they
would be big and would be required to fend for themselves. Jane and
her friends wonder what they are supposed to do, as they have never
been to school and there is no one to help them. For protection they
must have boyfriends who protect them on the streets. A T h e y
married on the streets so that they are protected. When they have
then other men cannot troubl e

get

me n ,

Orphaned

Ann told us that being an orphan forced her
to resort to street life. She sleeps wherever
she finds herself at a particular time. She
has stayed on the streets since she was six
years old. She got lost and the only person
who offered her help was a girl who lived on
the streets and in the end she too started |
living on the streets.

Conclusion

Jesus loves children. He told his disciplesto6 | et t he |
to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to
such as t hes eButthrddghout Africddmady4hildren are
not coming to Jesus because they are condemned to life on the
streets. Some of these children are on the streets by day but return
home at night, sometimes to parents who demand money from them.
Many literally live in the streets, where they experience hardship, fear
and insecurity. Drugs and solvents help street children to cope with the
scorn, rejection and abuse they receive as they bodily accost adults to
demand money.
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Zambia
Thanks for your concern
about the street children and
other underprivileged children
in Zambia. The work of
dealing with street children
is difficult. These children are
dysfunctional and need to be
handled carefully. We have
been doing this work since
2003.

| pusukil o dr enc

To us this is not a
project, it is about the
life of Christ in the

With the majority of people
unemployed, this has
brought about social evils
with it; one which is the
problem of numerous
orphans and ragged
children who are roaming
our streets without any guidance. Many of these children are
coming from the teeming shanties where everyone is in desperate
need. These children are trying to eke out a living, and ward off
hupger jang aheise franadyds and so ending up on the streets
where they think they could find some meaning or semblance of life
to their already distraught and shattered lives. Many of them sniff
glue laced with petrol and paint thinners which help them to escape
the reality of their traumatic lifestyle. Sniffing glue destroys their
health and their minds are very damaged and it is unlikely that they
will be functional socially again, it is very sad to see. They depend
on the generosity of people around them. and because we are scared
and have nowhere to go




We feed on average 55 children
every Sunday and sometimes after
the meal we play games, especially
football which the kids really enjoy.
We also do share the gospel with
them We constantly need to feed
these children and so any help to
help us meet this need is very
welcome.

With the help of Brass Tacks and
many believers in the UK we will,
God willing, in February 2008 start
constructing houses where some of
them (probably 20 children for a
start) could stay and be
rehabilitated in a Christian
environment.  Street children
need friends and guidance, they
need to feel accepted and
ultimately they need a way off the
streets.

Some are able to go back to their
families but for some, due to home
situation, this is impossible. Part of
my work on the street is to identify
the children, reunite them with
their families or come up with a
new alternative. This is where the
residential care facilities come in
and play a vital role in the rehabili-
tation and rescuing of street
children

There is always the

temptation to give up on the
children or say that they are a lost
cause. However, there is hope and
it comes from the great giver of
hope himself Jesus Christ

Girls Coping With Life on the Streets in Zambia -
The Story of Jane Bwalya and her friends

The problem of the street children has been a debatable issue for a long
time now. It is a time bomb that is waiting to explode., while others have
called for the removal of the children from the streets. Many organisations
are helping street boys but surprisingly there are no efforts to address the
issue of street girls. Questions like where these girls sleep and bath leave
many disturbing thoughts.

Jane Bwalya , 16, spends her time at Chisokone Market in Kitwe near the
Curios selling shelter. From the way she looks and smells, you can tell that
she does not bath often. Her clothes look as if they have not been washed
in a very long time. When we met her, she was reluctant to speak but after
explaining that we were just trying to help her, she eventually opened up.

Children help children:  These children
unlike those that sleep in the drainages,
sleep in a hut made from plastics and
cardboards; and they share the same
place with boys. But is not always that they
sleep there, at times they sleep at KMB
bus station. Those who sleep in the streets
and drainages are usually scared to go to
Chisokone market because they say the

big boys beat them. Jane says she has

lived on the streets of Kitwe since 2003.

She says there are about ten girls and they sleep at KMB bus station. Jane

is an orphan and was forced onto the streets after her stepmother chased

her from home, fi | |l ost a bucket and my step n
and chased me from home. | was quite young then, | found a girl on the
streets who helped me and | have suryv
Survive: Jane says the major thing that troubles them is hunger. i We

survive by begging and we ask for money from people who many times

insult us. Sometimes we eat the left over foods for people that come to eat

nshi ma i n (Thegbatmencekneatwhil® and are charged K1,000 at
Chisokone market. i We have to choose between b
can guess wh aThewpiek up ¢idciothes to wear and it is very
difficult to live on the streets because there are a lot of bad things that

happen there. We are chased by big male street children with knives and

they force us to sleep with them



