


Katoka Water Tank - Dem. Rep. of Congo
Phil Cole and Dennis Bowman

The old Braithwaite water tank arrived
at Kahundu Station near Katoka, on the last
leg of its journey from the UK, via
Lubumbashi in the Dem. Rep. of Congo, in
1954 (50 years ago). Even then it was second
hand!!

The 16 panels, which form the body
of the pressed steel tank, were assembled on
a 3 metre high brick tower which had been
built on an old anthill just outside the hospital
compound at Katoka. From there, it served
the hospital, mission houses and when there
was overflow water, the school, filled by a Blake’s hydram 600 metres away.
In the early 1980, a team grading the road accidentally dug up the feed
pipe and the tank was never used again. Until, that is, this year. First, the 6
flat panels of the lid were removed, then each of the 432 bolts holding the
10 panels of the sides and base were loosened and each panel lowered to
the ground. Considering the age and neglect, the panels were in remarkably
good condition.

Over the next two weeks, the panels were scraped of their rust, rubbed,
and cleaned and then had two coats of paint inside and out.

When the time came, and its new hame on the new 6 metre tower
was ready, each panel was pulled up to the top, from the back of the Katoka
lorry, by hand. The tank was reassembled using the original nuts, bolts and
washers except a few from brackets in the base which we decided to rep[ace
and a few from the side panels which had 3 - -
gone missing in the dismantling process. The
lid and the internal bracing were reassembled
using new nuts and bolts. The refurbished
tank now sits up high overlooking the hospital
and the surrounding area, showing off its new
aluminium paintwork. It has an approximate
capacity of 9,200 litres (2,050 gals), of which
it receives about 360 litres (80 gals) per hour
from the new ram, 450 metres away.

We hope that the tank will last as long
in its new home as it did in its last!




Dar-El-Awlad Boys’ Orphanage

Beirut, Lebanon

This boys’ home was established in 1948
and is located 8 miles out of Beirut. There are fifty
boys aged between three and twenty years old.
These boys have been orphaned or are from very
poor single parent families who are unable to care
for them. In the home they are provided with food,
clothing, medical care and education.

The resident missionary, Matthew Parker,
asked if Brass Tacks could help with some
renovation work and also checks on the Home’s
vehicles.

On the 24th April, Jim Smith, Paul Peachey,

X John Forber, Gavin Martin and Keith Wood went
out to Dar-el-Awlad Boys’ Orphanage to help for 2 weeks.

For Paul and John this was their first Brass Tacks trip. On his return, John
Forber, from Lancaster, wrote,

‘Thanks for the opportunity to go to Lebanon. It was a great experience.
We started with the decorating of a passageway outside the Chapel, then painted
2 small dormitories with Paul preparing and patch plastering areas affected by
old water leaks. We then decorated a 3-4 storey staircase within the main
accommodation block. Following this, Keith checked over all of their vehicles
giving a report on each, whilst Jim and Gavin made 6 very impressive beech-
wood dining room tables. Paul and | decorated the main dining room, Paul
then decorated part of the staircase in the school/office block and then Paul
and Keith both helped Gavin and Jim finish the tables.

The hospitality was fantastic. The accommodation was very good and
the Lebanese food fantastic. We were taken to see 2 other projects that Jim and
Keith had previously been involved in, to see the cedars and were taken out
for a fantastic Lebanese meal.

All in all a great time was had by all.’

Paul Peachey

Wouvld yov like to receive ovr regular Prayer Project vpdate?
If so, please send your e-mail address to:
basstacks@aol.com

We are now taking bookings for 2004/2005
report meetings and conferences.

If you would like to be included,
please call our office for details: 0151 630 1182













